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The Chairman’s Mark
Tug of War
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Useful Contacts
North Aston News
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
Mark Stay, NAPM Chairman
Telephone: (01869) 347806
Email: chair@north-aston.co.uk
Lisa Honess, NAPM Treasurer
Telephone: (01869) 337533
Email: treasurer@north-aston.co.uk
Annie Savage, NAPM Secretary
Telephone: (01869) 347767
Email: secretary@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston PCC
Clive Busby, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 338434
Email: casb@north-aston.com
Annabel Bevan, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 345153
Email: annabelbevan@hotmail.com
North Aston Gardening Club
Lynn Quek, Acting Chairperson
Email: lsquek@doctors.org.uk
North Aston Pet Alert
Please notify of any Firework Parties
Deirdre Oakley: Tel (01869) 340646
Also email: info@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Farms
Telephone: (01869) 347865 or 347888
Email James: jamesfionn@hotmail.com
Email Jeremy: jeremytaylor@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Organics
Telephone: (01869) 347702
Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com
Website: www.northastonorganics.co.uk
Hillcrest Care - Park Farm House
Telephone: (01869) 349922
Email: parkfarm@hillcrestcs.co.uk
Nicholson Nurseries
Telephone: (01869) 340342
Email: office@nicholsonsgb.com
Website: www.nicholsonsgb.com
North Aston 100 Club
Beverley Rees. (01869) 347434
Old Bakery Bookings
Mary Healy. Tel (01869) 347702
Email: maryvhealy@googlemail.com
Village Marquee Bookings
Niel Nicholson. Tel (01869) 340342 x202
Email: niel@nicholsonsgb.com
CDC Local Councillor
Bryn Williams, Deddington
Telephone: 07836 271998
Email: Bryn.Williams@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk
Thames Valley Police non-emergency: 101
Out of Hours Doctor: 111 or 08453 458 995

I am pleased to report a first-round victory for North Aston against
Duns Tew. I belatedly discovered that Somerton do not have a fête
this summer and so it is just a two-way competition this year, with
the return match at our fête. No doubt Duns Tew will be keen to
redeem themslves, so it should be a good contest!

The Fête, Saturday 14th July
Please see the advert further on in this issue. We are still a few
people short if we are going to be able to run all the stalls this year,
so do please get in touch if you can help. If you have made a general
offer of help, I will contact you the week before to let you know
which stall you will be on. It is important that you arrive at you
stall by 1.30pm so that you can familiarise yourself with it.
We will also need a team on Friday evening at 6.00pm to help put
up the marquees. Donations for the bottle stall, raffle, white elephant
(no junk please) and book stall can be left in the Bakery from Tuesday
10th onwards, between 9.00am and 9.00pm.

Mikron Theatre
They are coming to us on Sunday 12th August at 2.00pm, with
their performance of 'Revolting Women'. If you haven't seen them
before, do try and come. You won't be disappointed

Defibrillator
This has now arrived and we are trying to get grant funding for it's
housing. Meanwhile, we need to get as many people as possible
trained up in how to use it. The first training session is on Thursday
26th July, 7.30pm in The Bakery. We can take up to ten people per
session, so please phone or email me to book a place. Other dates
to follow.
Telephone: 01869 347 806
email: chair@north-aston.co.uk

Mark

June 2018
The winners of the June Draw were:
First Prize (£10): Sarah Graham (#51)
Second Prize (£5): M Davies (#81)
Congratulations to the winners in this month’s draw. This is
the last month when any dispensation will be offered to late
renewals, so if you haven’t yet returned your subscription, then do it
now! Please return your envelope to Bev Rees, our new 100 Club
treasurer, or contact her as soon as possible if you’ve lost it. You can
phone her on 347434. Remember ...

You’ve got to be in it to win it!
Front Cover: Thanks again to Jane McArdle for sending in the delightful photo,
taken in June, of one of the young calves in the field beside the Middle Aston
Lane. We would love to see a whole array of photos from the Fête this month.
Please send a selection of your best, at hi-resolution, to info@north-aston.co.uk.
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July Birthdays

Mail to: info@north-aston.co.uk

Jane Durnin
Eddie Hatzigeorgiou
Robert Hite
Rosi Nicholson
Marcus Potts
Colin Rainbow
Eileen West
Wednesday 4th July @ 7pm
Have you ever fancied your hand at the traditional
Oxfordshire game of Aunt Sally? The Rees family will
be staging an evening of Aunt Sally on the Green by the
Jubilee Bench on Wednesday 4th July, from 7 pm. If
you’re interested in having a go or just watching please
come along, everyone welcome.
Please bring your own refreshments if required.

Many Happy Returns to all the North Aston residents who
celebrate birthdays this month. If you’re not listed, or know
someone who should be, please let us know.
Belated Best Wishes to Sebastian Fuoco, who celebrated
his birthday on 20th June. Many Happy Returns!

Announcements & Events
Deddington Farmers’ Market
The Farmers’ Market will take place on July 28th this month.
Find a parking space and support our local farmers and growers,
including North Aston Organics, who have a stall at the Market
every 4th Saturday of the month.

Vegetable Stall

Mikron Theatre Matinée

Open Mon-Sat from 9.00am

We will be advertising the return of Mikron more actively during
the coming weeks, and will have a special feature in next month’s
edition, but please be sure to add Sunday 12th August to your
diary, when Mikron will be offering a matinée performance of
their latest production, ‘Revolting Women’, which tells the story
of the suffragette movement in Britain.
Mikron’s performance of ‘Revolting Women’ has already caught
the critic’s eye, and was the Observer’s pick of Theatre
productions for the week starting 18th June.

In the car park behind the Old Bakery
Q
Q
Q

Wide variety of fresh seasonal organic veg
at affordable prices
Minimal packaging & zero food miles
Supporting the local economy
Too busy?
Why not try our
Veg Box Scheme?
Fresh vegetables
delivered to you
door!

Slow down, you move too fast ...
An appeal to residents and visitors using the unsurfaced roads
around the Green - please don’t drive so fast in the hot weather!
Other residents living nearby tell us that, during this dry spell,
even low speeds cause clouds of dust to be churned up, but if
you can drive a little more slowly, it can be minimised. Apart
from the health risks of breathing in the lime dust, their own
vehicles, homes and line-hung laundry are suffering. Please take
care, and thank you for your understanding.

Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com

Tel: (01869) 347702

Phone Found

visit the website at:

A Motorola mobile phone was found in the Middle Aston Lane
last month. If you’ve lost one, please contact the News.

www.northastonorganics.co.uk
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North Aston
Nature
Notes
With Stephen Rees
Well, Midsummer's Day has been and gone, so now, once
again, the nights will slowly start to get shorter. It’s almost
unnoticeable to start with, but before you can blink an eye we
will be in Winter, with dark nights and the log-burners going.
Flipping heck, that was a bit of a depressing start! Sorry about
that. However, to carry on with the gloomy theme, we haven't
seen or heard the cuckoo here at all this year. James tells
me he has heard one, early one morning, but no one else has
told me they’ve heard the call. That’s not good news.
The first week of June we went camping in the Brecon Beacons
and in just four days we saw six cuckoo and heard a few
more. They were on the sides of the big hills and three were
in an old Victorian quarry that has long since been reclaimed
by nature and makes for a wonderful walk. Not only did we
see six, but they were also not at all shy of us; flying very
close and making a nice spot (Wendy spotted more than
me, which should go without saying!)
Two weekends later we went to have a look at a pile of wood
that a friend said we could have. It was totally overgrown and
had been lying there ages. As we made our way carefully
through the tall grass and nettles, I spotted what looked like
a folded-up tarpaulin. That's handy, thinks I, so went to have
a closer look. It was badly rotted and had a pile of old rope on
top of it, so I turned away to see where wifey was, and then
all of a sudden a part of the pile of rope leaped into the air and
slithered rapidly off into the grass.
Needless to say, I leaped even higher and yelped like a big
girl, which made Wendy laugh! She was taking the mickey
all night long after that. I just didn't see it! It was a monster of
a snake, a proper man-eater. Honestly, it was!

James, Robert and Brian have cut and wrapped the grass
below us now, so that we have once again got a wonderful
view of the fields and can properly see what is going on.
Besides the foxes that we see every night we have counted
(about) 120 Rooks walking about, feeding last thing at night.
They are really awkward to count, as they are constantly
moving. We can see and count the rabbits too, with Wendy
counting 17 at one go. George is still here with us!
Last night we had a bit of a late one for us, not going up to the
house till well past 10. By then we had a good few bats in the
air, which was lovely to see, but no owls calling. Can't have it
all I suppose. Hey ho.
That's about all methinks, except to say again that June 16th,
the first day of the fishing season, has been and gone. Once
again, I still have dry lines. Sorry Dad. I’ll make more of an
effort and get out on the bank soon, and I’ll drag the brothers
along too. Until next time ...
Bye for now,Steve, Wendy & Penny

We have lots of birds with chicks in nests down in our corner.
There are Wrens, Robins, Sparrows and Blackbirds, all
dashing about with worms and insects in their mouths. That
bodes well for the youngsters.
Another thing that we have noticed while sitting in the summer
house, with the occasional G&T, is that, as the night draws
on all of a sudden, we have an influx of Magpies. They’re all
chattering, not loudly, but still chattering, and flying into the
same bush, then moving to another one, and then another,
and then, what do you know, but foxey comes out of said
bush! He walks into the field, being followed and mobbed by
the Magpies. We have noticed this on a few occasions now,
and when we hear the Magpies starting to chatter, we stand
up and wait for Charlie to come out. We’ve spotted many in
this way.
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North Aston Fête
Saturday July 14th 2018

The Village urgently needs your help!
The Village Fête is only days away and we need your help! Not only do we require volunteers to assist on the day,
but we also need generous donations of items for all the main stalls, including White Elephant, Raffle, Tombola,
the Book Stall and, on the day itself, Cakes & Produce. Please start donating!
Adult Tombola - Bottles, cans, tins and other suitable goods - within date please!
Children’s Tombola - Small toys (new), soft drinks (named brands) & packets or bags of sweets.
White Elephant Stall - Items in excellent, as-new sellable condition, or of antique or collectable interest.
BookStall - Books in tidy, readable condition, as well as DVDs, CD’s & Computer Games - no videos please.
Raffle Prizes - Brand new or very special items, as well as gifts, promises or services!
Cakes & Produce - Home-baked cakes, scones & biscuits, home-grown flowers, vegetables & fruit.
Please deliver baked items etc on the day. Other items can be dropped off at The Old Bakery.
.

Setting-up from 6pm on Friday 13th July
If you can help, please call 01869 347806
or email: chair@north-aston.co.uk

As you were, 30 years ago ....
We’re indebted to Peter West for finding a copy of the Banbury
Guardian from August 22nd 1968, complete with a review of
that year’s North Aston Fête. In those days the village had a
thriving Cricket Club, and NACC Chairman Mr E. P. Short
was delighted when the day raised over £90, most of which
went towards paying off the debts incurred by the purchase
of a set of gang mowers! Club president Colonel Taylor opened
the fête, which was threatened by thunderstorms.

Above: Contestants in the Fancy Dress line
up to await judging. Centre: Mr F. C. Adams
tests the steadiness of his hand, while far
left, Juliet Hornby nears the point of no
return on the back of the barrel-horse.
At least three familiar faces (albeit a bit younger!) but can
you spot anyone else? Please let us know.
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Donald
Davidson

local events. His car collection was his pride and joy! He
owned some wonderful cars across the years, including an
E-Type Jaguar, Mark X Jaguar, Porsche and Rolls Royce, as
well as some great bikes from vintage to modern day.
Don was married to
Mary for sixty-five
years. They received
two cards from the
Queen; one for their
sixtieth and then a
second for their sixtyfifth anniversary.

13th September 1928
10th March 2018
Mark, Jane, Peter and family
are saddened to inform North
Aston residents of the loss
of their dear Father,
Grandfather and Great
Grandfather, Don.

They married in 1952 at
St John's Church in
Banbury, near Mary's
parents, and made
their first home in
Deddington, close to Don's family.

Don had lived in North Aston for 55 years, with Mary his wife,
and his family of four children. He was always very involved
with life in North Aston, including the village fête, and was
instigator in the purchase and placing of the Old Pavilion for
the Cricket Club.

Don & Mary

They moved to North Aston in 1960, and their first home was
the cottage on the corner, next to the old Vicarage.

Don had a love of bikes and cars, and in his younger days he
raced in karting and Formula 3. He also competed in rallies,
including the International Welsh Rally, as well as numerous

As their family grew, so they needed more space, and moved
to Aston Cottage, overlooking the Green,
where Sally and Mark were born. In 1971
Don started Aston Cabs, which he operated
for the next twenty years.
Don was a wonderful Father, always putting
his family first. We all had some wonderful
family holidays, and were all encouraged to
pursue our own interests.
His is so sadly missed.
Jane
Don's funeral took place on Thursday 22nd
March, in St Mary's, North Aston, at 3:30
pm, with family, relatives and friends
gathering in the White Horse, Duns Tew,
after the service to celebrate Don's life.

Don through Maggotts, Silverstone, 30th September 1967. © Harold Barker.

Donations to the memory of Don are invited
to be given to Parkinson's UK and the MS
Society.

The residents at Park Farm had an amazing June!
We are getting prepared for the fête on the 14th July, and
we’ve started to make loads of sweets and getting all our bits
together for the lovely cakes we are going to bake.
During the month our young people enjoyed the sun by having
BBQ’s in our garden and enjoying the lido in Chipping Norton.
We have also spent some of our evenings strolling around
North Aston, which all our residents seemed to enjoy.
One evening we held a Turkish Theme Night, when our staff
and residents prepared a mezze spread that turned into an
educational workshop on the celebration of Eid.
Some of our residents are completing their final years in
education, so we have enjoyed taking our girls to college and
university open days to help them prepare for the future, which
is very exciting!
Overall Park Farm has had a positive month full of fun activities
and getting ready for future events and milestones.
All at Park Farm
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Fête, Fenestration, and Finally Praise!
July is always the month of our Village Fête. I look forward to all the fêtes in the Benefice, as each has a very
different quality, and each is a wonderfully enjoyable village occasion. I do encourage folk to stray across village
borders and partake of the other fêtes - by the time this comes out, I expect the Steeple Fête, on June 30th, may
already have happened, but Tackley on July 7th will still be to come. Don’t look for it in the wrong place though the Tackley Fête now happens on the playing field by the village hall in Tackley, not on the Green.
For us in North Aston, I hear there’s a new bit of inter-village
rivalry with Duns Tew - I have had an email from Mark asking me
to referee a tug of war, and of course will do so completely
impartially …
Do come and support the Fête on July 14th: it’s a great
community day and the funds raised help both the church and
the village enormously.
In June the PCC (our church council, elected at the annual
meeting at Easter time) voted to take forward the gift we have
been offered of new stained glass in the church. When someone
offers to make such a gift, there is a very set way of looking at
these things and the PCC has been careful to follow the rules
just so. In fact, we have been carefully considering this generous
offer for over a year, and have now decided to support the design
brought to us on to the the next stage. This means the diocese
gets involved, as it does with any other change to the building.
We will be making that submission in the autumn, so nothing
will happen quickly! The diocese may accept the design or they
may not - the DAC (the body who look into these things) is very
capable of surprising churches both by being very restrictive in
what it allows and by being very permissive as well. We wait to
see. For the time being, even though the design drawing we
have is going to be changed a bit, I will display what we have in
church so that people can see what has been offered and what
the PCC has voted to support.
When there is more news - I will make sure it appears here so
everyone knows what is happening.
And finally: Praise! At the end of July we have a United Benefice
Service when everyone in our three villages, North Aston,
Steeple (and Middle) Aston and Tackley come together for a joint
service.
On July 29th at 10.30am we will be gathering in North Aston for
a Summer Songs of Praise service. If you fancy a good sing come and join us! And if you’d like to suggest a hymn or song of praise, there is a sign up sheet at the back of
church; please write in your choice, along with your name. If you’d like to say just a few words as to why you have
chosen a particular song for us to sing, put a star next to your name. I don’t expect I’ll be able to include all the
things people suggest . . . but we’ll have a good go. The list is there now and will vanish about ten days before the
service so we can get everything ready.
Here’s hoping the sun will continue to shine on us through July, and that all we have planned will be a great blessing
to everyone!
Revd Marcus Green
Any comments about the above are very welcome. More news is always available on our website: www.sntchurch.com
Please email our Rector Marcus Green: steeplerector@hotmail.co.uk or tel: 340 903
You can also email Clive: casb@north-aston.com (tel: 338 434) or Annabel: annabelbevan@hotmail.com (tel: 345153)
Any other member of the PCC will also be very happy to talk, and they are: Richard Bailey, Beryl Greenwood, Vicky Taylor,
Jane McArdle, Ted Short, Jeremy Taylor and Norman West.
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PARISH WORSHIP IN JULY & AUGUST
NORTH ASTON

STEEPLE ASTON

TACKLEY

Sunday July 1st 2018 - Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Evensong
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Sunday July 8th 2018 - Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am
Family Service
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Family Service
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Sunday July 15th 2018 - Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Evensong
Revd Marcus Green and
Richard Bailey

Sunday July 22nd 2018 - Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am
Morning Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Morning Prayer
with Children’s Church & Baptism
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green

Sunday July 29th 2018 - Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
10:30 am
United Benefice Summer
Songs of Praise

No Service

No Service

Sunday August 5th 2018 - Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Evensong
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Morning Prayer in July will be on Thursday July 5th in Church at 10 am.
More news is always available on our website: www.sntchurch.com

North Aston News
The North Aston News is designed and produced by CMC Graphics, printed by Nicholsons of North Aston, and distributed monthly, free
of charge, to all the residents of the Parish of North Aston. A full-colour edition in electronic format is also available and is mailed out to
an extensive emailing list every month. To be added to that list, please contact the News. We welcome contributions, which need to be
in an electronic format (except Classifieds and Announcements). To submit an item, please email: info@north-aston.co.uk.
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