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Useful Contacts
North Aston News
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
Chris Tuffrey, Chairman
Telephone: 07903 339155
Email: info@offac.co.uk
Sue Hatzigeorgiou, Treasurer
Telephone: (01869) 347727
Email: sue@hatzgibbs.co.uk
Marcus Potts, Secretary
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: marcus@cmcgraphics.co.uk
North Aston PCC
Clive Busby, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 338434
Email: casb@north-aston.com
Kildare Bourke-Borrowes, Churchwarden
Telephone: (01869) 340200
Email: k.bourkeborrowes@btinternet.com
North Aston Gardening Club
Chris Tuffrey, Chairman. See above.
North Aston Pet Alert
Please notify of any Firework Parties
Deirdre Oakley: Tel (01869) 340646
Also email: info@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Farms
Telephone: (01869) 347865 or 347888
Email: jemtaylor@mac.com
North Aston Organics
Telephone: (01869) 347702
Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com
Nicholson Nurseries
Telephone: (01869) 340342
Email: office@nicholsons.gb.com
North Aston 100 Club
Norman West. Tel (01869) 340368
CDC Local Councillor
James Macnamara, Lower Heyford
Telephone: (01869) 340109
Email: cllr.james.macnamara@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
Thames Valley Police non-emergency
Telephone: 101
Out of Hours Doctor
Telephone: 08453 458 995

Upcoming Events
Coffee Morning
There will be no coffee morning this month
Village Meeting AGM
Thursday 17th January 7:30 pm, Old Bakery
Village Hall Forum
Thursday 24th January 7:30 pm, Old Bakery
Gardening Club Meeting
A meeting on January 30th to be confirmed.

These are the last notes that I will be writing as Chairman of
the Village Meeting and Village Fund. At the AGM later this
month I am standing down after being in office for the last
five years. You will also know that Sue is also standing down as
Treasurer at the AGM; I would like to thank her on behalf of
the village for all the hard work she has put in during her time
in office.
I feel that my time as Chairman has run its course and now it’s
time for someone else to take over. I will reiterate what I said
last year; that if no one comes forward to take on the positions
of Chairman and Treasurer we could very well find North Aston
becoming part of another Parish.
I have been asked to be Chairman of the Village Hall Forum
and I am looking forward to putting more time and effort into
helping move this project forward to its conclusion.
A number of residents have mentioned to me that vehicles are
travelling along St Mary’s Walk at speeds that are excessive
for the road conditions. There is little that can be done as this
is a private road, but I myself have witnessed vehicles travelling
at what I would consider dangerous speeds, yet the vehicles
involved all seem to belong to residents of St Mary’s Walk. It
is only a couple of years ago that we had an accident on this
stretch of drive; we don’t want to see this repeated.
I expect you have read in the papers about our local hunt. One
of the Masters and a Huntsman have been convicted of animal
cruelty re: chasing a fox with hounds. They obviously knew what
they were doing as they pleaded guilty. I was employed as a
Press Officer for the Countryside Alliance during the time the
Foster Bill was going through Parliament trying to get hunting
banned. When the ban came into being I was not happy about
it, even though I was not involved in the actual fox hunt. I know
and have seen the damage the fox can cause. However, the law
is the law and should not be broken no matter how unjust you
feel it is. I also feel concerned about the money that the RSPCA
put into this prosecution. The figures I have seen are anything
up to £300,000. How can this amount be justified, especially
when the majority of people making donations to the RSPCA
do so on the understanding that the money is used to protect
mainly domestic pets? Also, why did the Police not undertake
this prosecution? I myself donate to the Blue Cross, which is
not litigation driven. All the money given is used for the welfare
of domestic animals. There we go - that’s my last rant!!
Before I sign off I would like to thank everyone for the support
they have given me over the years. So my last word as Chairman
is to invite willing applicants to come forward to take on the
positions of Chairman and Treasurer.

Chris

Tel: 07903 339155, email: info@offac.co.uk, or knock on the door!

North Aston

Announcements

Artweeks 2013

This Month’s
BIRTHDAYS

May 18th to 27th
Less than five months to go!
This really is a rare and exciting
opportunity for everyone in
North Aston who harbours even the most tentative belief
in their own artistic talents to show the world the full
spectrum of their abilities.

Valerie Beck (née Rees, 6th)
Kyle Hite (19th)

Whether you can daub with paint, sketch in pencil, carve
in stone, or conjure jewellery from scraps of metal, now
is the time to get cracking on creating a masterpiece.
Don’t be hesitant, and please have the confidence to
believe in yourself and your talents. We want as many
of North Aston’s residents as possible to get involved,
just as they did five years ago. We want to put on the
best possible display of our artistic endeavour and
include contributions from young and old alike.
If you aren’t yet sure and would like to talk though your
ideas and learn a bit more about the project, please call
Kildare on 340200, Marcus on 347356, or John on
347164. You can also drop us an email here at the News:
info@north-aston.co.uk.

There They Went
A-wassailing
The North Aston Carol
Singers were out in
force on Sunday
16th December,
gloriously dressed up
in Victorian costume,
complete with stovepipe hats, flowing
capes, shawls and
bonnets. Candle
lanterns completed
the picture, and strong voices were much in evidence.
Thanks to everyone who gave so generously. £405 was
raised which, considering the size of the village, is a
fantastic result. Thank you to everyone who helped
sustain the singers with mince pies and mulled wine etc.
They were much needed and appreciated. Finally, many
thanks to Sally Brittin-Snell from Bloxham who supplied
the Victorian costumes, and well done to all the singers.
Money raised has been donated to Save the Children,
The Gatehouse (homeless in Oxford) and Homestart
(helping struggling young families in Banbury).
Rumours that funds would be given to “Slave” the
children appear to have been misplaced.

Many Happy Returns to all the North Aston residents who
celebrate birthdays this month. If you’re not listed,
or know someone who should be, please let us know.

Children’s Christmas Party
The recent Children’s Christmas Party was a joint effort
between Steeple Aston, North Aston and Tackley, and
was held at Steeple Aston Village Hall.
Twenty-two children from the villages took part. Everyone
enjoyed the bouncy castle, craft activities and party
games followed by a picnic tea. Father Mark Clavier
called in to oversee proceedings, and there was a visit
from Father Christmas as well, who had a small gift for
everyone.
Thanks to all those parents who prepared the food and
helped out during the party, and a particular thankyou
to Jane McArdle, who organised the outing for North
Aston children.

Festive Moggy
Has anyone lost (or know the owners of) a mature cat
that turned up in the village just a few days before
Christmas? She’s a pale grey colour with a prominent
white muzzle, and when first found had a very matted
coat. She also has a slightly lopsided grin! If you
recognise the description, then please contact us here
at the News and we’ll put you in touch with her current
foster home. Call 01869 347356.

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal
North Aston contributed £481.66
towards an impressive overall
total of £5148.74 raised by the
Deddington branch of the
Royal British legion during
November’s collection.
Norman West
North Aston Parish Representative,
Deddington Royal British Legion

North Aston Village Meeting
Thursday 29th November 2012 ~ The Minutes
Present: Chris Tuffrey (Chair), Marcus Potts (Secretary), James Taylor, Jeremy Taylor, Beryl Greenwood, Tony Godwin, Sam
Hatzigeorgiou, Franca Potts, Clive Busby, Trudy Busby, Eileen Gilmore, Lynn Quek, Jane Durnin, Peter Durnin, Mark Stay.
Apologies: Sue Hatzigeorgiou (Treasurer), Tuck Hatzigeorgiou, Linda Brown, David Greenwood, Mary Healy.

Village Meeting
1. Welcome & Apologies
Chris Tuffrey welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2. Approval of Minutes
The Minutes of the last Village Meeting in August and as
published in the October edition of the News were thought to
be a fair and accurate record of the Meeting and were proposed
by Clive Busby and seconded by Trudy Busby. Carried
unanimously.
3. Treasurers Report
Sue Hatzigeorgiou was unable to attend the Meeting, and
had provided Chris Tuffrey and Marcus Potts with an outline
Treasurer’s Report up to and including 27th November 2012.
MP read this out to the Meeting, and included reference to a
comment suggested by SH relating to the current excess
held in the account, arising from the increased Precept
established for the year 2012-2013. It was noted that the
Auditors had queried why such an excess was needed. It
had been explained that this was in order to establish sufficient
funds to cover the cost of kerbing the Green, and the intention
was to increase this balance until some £2500 had been
amassed to cover the anticipated costs.
It was also noted that the cost of insuring the marquees was
now being covered by the Village Fund, and not the Village
Meeting.
There were no queries arising from the Treasurer’s Report,
and it was proposed for approval by Beryl Greenwood, and
seconded by Jeremy Taylor, and was carried unanimously.
4. Any Other Business
a. Election of Officers
CT reminded those present that SH had announced her
intention to stand down as Treasurer at the Annual General
Meeting in January. He said that she had done a “sterling job”
over the tenure of her period as Treasurer, and that the Village
should be very grateful for her efforts.
CT then announced that, after a period of soul-searching, he
had decided that he too would be standing down at the AGM.
He felt that, after completing his four or five years as Chairman,
it was time for a “new broom”, and that we would be looking
to appoint a new Chair and Treasurer in January. He invited
nominations, either at the Meeting, or via the Newsletter, and
that nominations would be published in the January edition.
There were expressions of appreciation from the Floor for
Chris’s enormous contribution to Village matters during the
period of his office.
b. New Property on the Green
Under Any Other Business, Clive Busby invited the Meeting
to view his designs for a new house which he hopes to

construct on the corner of the Green, between the Old
Vicarage and numbers 21 & 22 The Green, adjacent to The
Glebe. He expressed his wish that, providing there were no
immediate objections, the Village Meeting might approve a
letter of support to be written to the Planning Department at
Cherwell District Council, which could be submitted with his
Planning Application.
CT responded by suggesting that any letter of support offered
now, ahead of the actual submission of an application, could
“get lost in the paper chase” if or when the actual Planning
Application went forward to the Planning Committee, and
perhaps it would be a better strategy if the Village Meeting
responded directly to the letters of notification that would be
sent out by CDC once the application had been received.
“What concerns me,” he said, “is that the Council does not
yet have a file in place for the Plan and, if sent now, the letter
could get lost in the system.”
CB repeated his belief that being able to include a letter of
support at the actual time of submitting his application would
improve its chances of success right from the beginning of
the process. Since the letter he envisaged would be physically
included with his application, it should not be lost.
Tony Godwin felt this was a good idea and made sense.
Franca Potts suggested that the proposal should be put to
the Meeting for approval.
Beryl Greenwood said that she thought “we should all send
individual letters of support” and that a letter from the Village
Meeting should accompany them. She also pointed out that
there was a possibility that the process could be delayed by
the Christmas break.
MP said that, if the Village Meeting agreed to the idea of a
letter offering general support for the plans, then he would be
prepared to write it. He asked that it be put to the vote.
It was asked from the Floor whether the Village Meeting had
the authority to speak for the whole village on a matter such
as this. In response, it was pointed out that the Meeting is
open to everyone in the Village to attend, and if residents
choose not to participate, then they cannot complain if
decisions are taken in their absence.
The Village Meeting is a representative cross section of the
community, and the letter, if written, would express the view
of the Village Meeting itself, and not necessarily that of the
whole village. Provided it was written in those terms, it should
be acceptable.
CT used the example of The Bell public house in Hook Norton
to illustrate how communities can express their collective
voice over issues that affect them.
TG did feel that a letter submitted before a formal application
for planning had been made might carry less weight, and
perhaps a letter sent afterwards would be more effective.

Jane Durnin said that she understood that the Village Meeting
had voted, some years previously, not to get involved in
Planning Applications. Several of those present responded
by stating that this related to planning issues outside the
village itself, and most significantly, the many applications
that continue to be made regarding changes of use and new
developments at the former air base at Upper Heyford.
Sam Hatzigeorgiou wanted clarification on who the house
was to be built for. CB assured him, and those present, that
the house would be for his own family, and that he intended
to live there himself.
The proposal was made that a general letter of
recommendation, extending to no more than a single sentence
or two and without any detailed references, should be prepared.
This was proposed by BG and seconded by James Taylor.
Of those present, 9 voted in favour and 6 abstained. There
were no votes against. It was thereby agreed that MP should
prepare such a letter, and he would liaise with CB regarding
addressee and timing.
c. State of the Roads
Also under Any Other Business, BG expressed her concerns
over the state of some of the roads in the village, most notably
the extent of St Mary’s Walk, from the Hall down to
Brandenstoke Barns, and also the Middle Aston Lane. There
was, she said, considerable mud and debris on the road, and
that her greatest concern related to the corner of St Mary’s
Walk where the lane rounded the end of the wall, near the
Church car parking area. The build-up of fallen leaves and
mud from contractors vehicles, combined with the underlying
state of the hardcore surface, had contrived to make the lane
treacherous and difficult to use, not only by pedestrians, but
also motor vehicles.
CT said that he had already spoken to representatives of the
Hall, but that everyone had to appreciate that the on-going
bad weather made it enormously difficult for an unsurfaced
roadway to be kept in good condition.
MP also explained that assurances had already been received
from Kevin Cash that the verges and passing places along
the Middle Aston Lane would be reinstated as soon as works
on the new landscaping projects had been completed.
However, once again, the heavy rain had not helped, and the
earthmoving had been severely delayed by the poor conditions,
and it might be several months yet before the work was
finished. As soon as the regular traffic to and from the site
had ceased, Kevin would be approached again to ensure the
problem was resolved.
SH asked what the ultimate ‘plan’ was, referring to the area
of the new lakes being constructed in The Park.
MP provided an outline of the proposals, which are thought
now to comprise two fishing lakes. The original intention was
understood to have been for three individually smaller lakes,
but issues with the route of the main Thames Water supply
pipe had prompted a change to the size and exact location of
the lower lake.
With reference to St Mary’s Walk, JD asked if there was
shared responsibility for the maintenance of the lane. BG
explained that the roadway is owned by the Hall, and the
residents have rights of access but do not contribute towards
its upkeep.
Anecdotal evidence was provided of a visiting motorist to the

village who recently skidded on the bend adjacent to the new
driveway entrance to Folly Field House, thought to have been
a result of a combination of both leaves and mud, and another
instance was cited of a cyclist sliding on the roadway as a
result of the mud.
BG suggested that St Mary’s Walk was a public right of way,
not only as a roadway, but also as a footpath, and she would
appreciate a letter of support from the Village Meeting
expressing concern over the state of the road for pedestrians
and motorists. Ideally, she would like to see the road
resurfaced.
CT was of the opinion that the Village Meeting had no legal
right to intervene directly in a matter that ought to be settled
between the owner of the roadway and those residents having
shared access. He also felt that the current state of the Walk
and the Middle Aston Lane had been exacerbated by the
weather, and it was unfair to suggest that poor maintenance
or the excessive use of the roadways by contractor’s vehicles
was wholly to blame. He also reiterated that assurances had
been received to the effect that these matters would be
addressed as soon as the current series of works had been
completed.
CB suggested that the root of the problem had been the buildup of leaves, and once these had been cleared, or had
dispersed naturally, the problem would diminish.
JT also suggested that he had an understanding that, once
the contractors had finished, the surface would be made good.
CT pointed out that there was also the question of the ongoing works at Folly Field House, where contractor’s access
was adding to the pressure on the road. However, if the Meeting
was in agreement, he would contact Kevin Cash at The Hall,
and the Woodheads at Folly Field House, and raise these
concerns in person. He felt this would be a more appropriate
route, and did not favour writing letters at this stage.
CB agreed that it was important to work with the landowners
in such situations.
MP added that, in view of the fact that the work has yet to be
completed in either case, it would be perfectly understandable
if the owners were reluctant to spend money now on remedial
work, knowing it might well need to be repeated again later.
The Meeting agreed to leave the matter in CT’s hands.
d. Granite Setts along Somerton Road
JT repeated his concern over the loose granite setts on the
kerbs along Somerton Road, especially near the post box.
This was a matter that had been raised at previous Meetings,
and CT had contacted the Highways Department at least twice
previously. Despite this, the setts had still not been re-bedded,
although some on the opposite side of the road had been
replaced. CT agreed to contact Highways once more.
e. Mains Electricity Supply
JT asked if there was any news on when the on-going work of
replacing the electricity poles and cabling through the village
might be completed. CT said that he had spoken with
Southern Electric, and had been advised that the work would
be completed on or around Thursday (6th December) but that
there were two sections ‘somewhere’ in the village where the
cabling had to be buried underground, and this would be the
final stage of the work.
MP provided further details of the proposed “power-down” for
the following Thursday.

f. Broadband
SH asked if there was any news on the implementation of
“Superfast Broadband” in Oxfordshire, and would it have any
effect here in the village. CT offered a categorical “No”, but
offered to add the subject to the agenda for the AGM in January.
SH added that he was finding it hard to complete some of his
coursework because the connection was both slow and
unreliable. CT said he would make some enquiries with
Oxfordshire County Council regarding the proposed upgrade.
That concluded the discussions relating to the Village Meeting,
and CT proposed moving on to the Village Fund meeting.

Village Fund
1. Welcome & Apologies
The same apologies were given as for the Village Meeting.
2. Approval of Minutes.
The Minutes of the August Meeting, as published in the
September edition of the News, were thought on the whole to
be a fair and accurate record of the previous Meeting. However,
as he had expressed by letter in the November edition of the
North Aston News, CB wished it to be recorded that he felt
that the minuting of the discussion over the state of the Green,
prior to the Fête, had not been fully balanced. His concerns
were noted. CB himself proposed that the Minutes be
accepted, and TB seconded. The proposal was carried
unanimously.
3. Treasurers Report
In view of the absence of Sue Hatzigeorgiou (Treasurer) at
the Meeting, and with some matters arising from the report,
as referred to my MP, it was decided to defer a discussion of
the Treasurer’s Report (up to end of November) until the Village
AGM in January. BG also requested that a full printout of the
Village Fête accounts be supplied at the same time.
4. Carols on the Green
This will be on Christmas Eve at 6:00 pm, as usual. CB spoke
briefly to confirm that his intention was to create a bonfire on
the same site, near the middle of the Green, as last year. CB
said he would wish to keep an eye on the weather and wind
direction, and was particularly mindful of the thatched
properties to the south-west of the intended location of the
bonfire. He said that the grass had recovered, eventually, and
JT, landowner, agreed to “stick to the same patch”.
MP stated that he had been in conversation with Niel
Nicholson regarding the provision of mulled wine, and that
Niel had offered to arrange for its preparation. MP asked for
volunteers to bring mince pies to the event.
MP also mentioned the formation of the new North Aston
Choir, and invited anyone else who might be interested in
joining the group to come along to the next meetings, which
were scheduled for the first three Monday evenings in
December.
5. Village Wassail
Mark Stay outlined plans for the traditional Village Wassail.
He asked for volunteers to assemble on the Green at 2:00
pm on Sunday 16th December for the first part of the Wassail,
on bicycles to outlying properties. He said this would be the
ninth year of the Wassail, and suggested that this year the

participants wore Victorian fancy dress.
6. Children’s Party
MP explained that there was a plan this year for North Aston’s
children to join forces with those of Steeple Aston and enjoy
a shared Christmas Party in the Village Hall in Steeple. Jane
McArdle had generously offered to be the North Aston
organiser, and had requested the usual donation of £50 towards
the cost. After a brief discussion, with regards to the total
number of North Aston children expected to attend, the
donation was proposed by BG, seconded by FP, and approved
unanimously.
7. Artweeks 2013
MP confirmed that North Aston’s application to take part in
the 2013 Artweeks festival had been submitted by Kildare
Bourke-Burrowes, and that the village’s participation was now
confirmed. He said that, after some discussion, it had been
settled that the main display would be staged in St Mary’s
Church, but that additional one-off events might be held
elsewhere in the village. There were plans, he said, for music
and literary ‘art’ to be celebrated, and he hoped that more
details would be announced in the coming months.
He added that KB-B had incurred some costs as a result of
submitting the application, and asked for the Meeting’s
approval for Kildare’s reimbursement. JT proposed this,
seconded by FP and approved unanimously.
8. Village Hall AGM
MP explained that there would be a Village Hall Forum AGM
on Wednesday December 12th at which the three elected
Trustees for the proposed Charity would be elected, and
encouraged anyone who wished to be present to attend the
meeting. He added that there would be a need to add a further
four or five ‘appointed’ Trustees, and invited anyone present
who might like to be considered for one of these posts to be
there for the AGM.
9. Christmas Gifts for the Village Elders
As is now traditional, it was proposed that the annual
presentation of gifts to the elders of the village be repeated
this Christmas, and the Meeting was advised that Linda Brown
had offered to organise the buying and distribution of presents.
It was agreed that a total of £5 should be made available to
spend on anyone over 70 years of age, and where a household
included two or more residents of an age, that a different gift
be given to each. Thanks were offered to LG and this was
proposed by BG, seconded by FP, and carried unanimously.
10. Any Other Business
a. Printing of the North Aston News
CT said that the village was again indebted to Niel and Liz
Nicholson for generously offering to cover the cost and printing
of the monthly North Aston News. He said that North Aston
was very fortunate to have a regular newsletter produced to
the quality and standard of the News, and proposed that a
gift be organised and presented to the Nicholson family in
appreciation. MP agreed to organise this.
Next Meeting
That concluded the meeting and a date of Thursday 17th
January 2013 was set for the next meeting, which would be
the Annual General Meeting. Once again, CT repeated that
both he and SH would be stepping down from their positions
as Chair and Treasurer, and he invited nominations for new
Officers.

CHRISTMAS 2012
Thank you to everyone who helped to make this a really joyful Christmas season. Special thanks to the
Doggett family for organising our new and glorious choir, and everyone who sang in it – making this year’s
Carol Service completely wonderful. Thank you to Anthony Cripps for returning to North Aston and playing
the organ so beautifully; we really hope to see more of him and his family. Thank you to Clive, Trudy,
Deidre and others who decorated the Church once again so beautifully. Thank you to Niel and all the
Nicholson family for organising and leading our Carols on the Green (what a turnout), and to those who
gave the drink and food, and to Clive for yet again producing the great bonfire out of a seemingly
hopeless sodden mass of branches. And thank you too to everyone who gave money so generously on all
these occasions. It was the season of giving, and you gave – thank you so much. Finally of course thank
you to Father Mark for being the inspirational, amusing, versifying, knowledgeable, energetic and spiritual
shepherd of our souls that he is.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH with Erica
Sunday 20th January at 9:30
It will be very nice to see all our children there, to join other children from the
Benefice.

PROJECT SOUTH WINDOWS
After 650 years, the three windows in our
Church’s south aisle, to the right of the
door, are badly eroded and getting worse.
They have had some partial repairs done,
probably 150 years ago, but we feel that
now they have to be dealt with properly.
This will be a big and expensive project,
it will take time, effort and a lot of
commitment, but it will be really worth
it. More about this soon, when the
fundraising officially starts.

TED SHORT
One or two people asked about the testimonial to his 60 years
as North Aston’s organist shown in last month’s News. That
was a photo of a sheet done in beautiful calligraphy, partly
with real gold, that we framed and gave to him at a service
at the end of the year.
Any comments about the above are very welcome.
Please email Kildare: k.bourkeborrowes@btinternet.com or tel: 340 200
If you wish you can also email Clive: casb@north-aston.com or tel: 338 434
or our priest Father Mark Clavier: mark.clavier@gmail.com or tel 349 267
Any other member of the PCC will also be very happy to talk, and they are: Bill Adams, Richard Bailey,
Nick Bevan, Beryl Greenwood, Jenny Martin, Jane McArdle, Ted Short, Jeremy Taylor and Norman West.

It’s your Church

Post Christmas Cheer
We have received an update on the Winter anti-burglary
campaigns from Steve Birchall at Thames Valley Police.
There is a traditional spike in instances of house burglary as
the nights begin to draw in and TVP looked at what could be
done to reduce that this in 2012-13. An extensive media
campaign was combined with the Thames Valley Alert system,
which included overt strategies as well as some under-cover
techniques. The upshot was a far better reduction in burglaries
than has been seen in the past.
In the period October, November, December there were 25
fewer dwelling burglaries than last year. This is a 34%
reduction. Of course, one is too many, but in comparison to
the dark-night run up to Christmas last year (which,
incidentally, was the best year for reduction recorded in
Cherwell previously) further reduction was achieved. Over the
whole year there has been a 22% reduction in household
burglary. This is in no short measure down to the actions
taken through Thames Valley Alert.
Cherwell currently has the one of the highest rates (at 32%)
for catching offenders, and this again is thought to be down
to local support. TVP can’t catch the criminals unless we
help them, so please assist them when you can.
It is a sad fact, but burglars know that there are always rich
pickings after Christmas, when there are brand new expensive
gift items in our homes. Please take every precaution if you
are going out and consider the advice previously given about
making your home looking lived-in, even when you’re not there.
Also, give some consideration to what you leave out for the
bin-men to collect. Empty boxes from expensive electrical
goods and other gifts advertise exactly what’s inside the house!

Operation Nightingale
TVP has launched a force-wide campaign, Operation
Nightingale, to help in identifying eight unrelated cases of
unidentified bodies found across the Thames Valley region,
dating back to the 1970’s.
The eight cases cover Berkshire East, Berkshire West,
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire and involve people who may
not have been the victims of a crime, but identifying who they
are is an important step in providing closure to those families
and friends. If you have Intrernet access, visit
www.thamesvalley.police.uk/newsevents/newseventsop.htm, and if you are able to offer information please contact
police on the non-emergency phone number 101 quoting URN
982 12/11/12. Alternatively you can send an email to:
OpNightingale@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

On the Roads
Three speed checks were carried out by TVP along Somerton
Road in Upper Heyford recently, and just 2 out of the 60
vehicles were recorded speeding - both were registered to
addresses in Somerton. Sadly, the same would not be true if
the checks were carried out here in North Aston!
There have been numerous reports of thefts from motor
vehicles of late, including several near us. At the start of
December at Grange Park Road, Steeple Aston, someone
gained entry to a vehicle parked on a driveway but, after a
rummage, found nothing worth stealing and ran off. However,
a day or so later, in Rousham Road, Tackley, loose change
and a SatNav device was taken from a vehicle also parked on
private driveway. Then, a day later (on Dec 3rd) a SatNav and
hands-free mirror device were taken from a vehicle in Station
Rd, Ardley. These instances may or may not be related, but
are all local. In late November a grey BMW 320 diesel estate
was stolen from a driveway in Nethercote Road, Tackley. If
you have any information, please call 101.

Cold Callers
TVP is aware of a spate of cold callers claiming to be from
Thames Valley Police and asking for advertising or
sponsorship. This is not something TVP would normally do,
so if you wish to check the identity of a TVP employee then
ask for their shoulder number and name. Dial 101 and ask to
speak to them. Do not use any other telephone number that
the caller may offer for you to check their identity.
Should you wish to speak to a local officer about crime
prevention, advice on securing your property, deterring burglars,
suspected theft, or any other aspect of police work, please
contact Thames Valley Police by dialling 101.

Oil Thefts
We have been advised of several instances of oil thefts from
domestic heating tanks in recent weeks, even over the
Christmas holiday period. It seems that the thieves are brazen
in the extreme, and simply pull up alongside in a van and
siphon off the contents, sometimes in broad daylight. Make
sure your tank is secure and, if possible, hidden from view.

Fireworks
Just a note asking residents to remember that pets and other
animals are easily distressed by the noise of fireworks. If you
plan on hosting a fireworks party, even on designated days
such as New Year, Diwali or Bonfire Night, please ensure you
advise us here at the News, or by calling Deirdre Oakley at
North Aston Pet Alert. Details inside the front page.

The lucky winners of the November Draw were:
First Prize (£10): Richard Bopss (#104)
Second Prize (£5): Oliver Doggett (#28)
If you think that’s lucky, then perhaps you should be taking
part! If you’re not currently a member and would like to join the
North Aston 100 Club please call Norman on 340368.

You’ve got to be in it to win it!

O xfordshire Community Woodfuel Programme
Buying Woodfuel and A Directory of Local Woodfuel Suppliers
Oxfordshire Woodfuel Programme Bulletin: January 2013
Thank you to everyone who contacted me in response to the first of these bulletins: it is heartening that so many
Oxfordshire residents are interested in woodfuel.
Website: The Oxfordshire Woodfuel Programme now has a website which provides lots of advice on growing, cutting,
storing and burning woodfuel: www.oxonwoodfuel.org.uk. It contains inspiring case studies of a wood pellet
boiler at Stadhampton Primary School and community firewood distribution at Sustainable Kirtlington. If you send me
a photo of your wood-burning stove, wood pile or managed woodland, I’ll post it on the site.
Woodfuel Study Visits: I will be running a series of study visits in the spring. The first one is on Monday 15 April,
10:00 – 15:40: it will cover woodland management at Coombe Wood near Wheatley, Oxford, Wood Recycling at
Milton Park, and Stadhampton primary school’s boiler. The two after that will be on Monday 13 May (SW Oxon) and
Saturday 8 June (N Oxon). They cost £25 each and I can take a maximum of 20 people – please contact me if you
would like to come.
Workshops on Woodland Management: The Oxfordshire Woodland Project is running workshops: the first are
on selection of trees for thinning (12 Jan), introduction to chainsaw use (14-15 Jan), things to do with your woodland
(17 Jan) and coppicing (31 Jan). They cost £50 each, or £30 if you are a member of the OWP. See
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/woodland-workshops.
Wood Moisture & Seasoning Wood: I wrote about the importance of seasoning wood in my last bulletin. Freshly
cut wood has a moisture content of up to 80% (wet basis), but well-seasoned wood is at about 20%. A fresh green log
has only about half the energy content (kWh/kg) of an equivalent well-seasoned log
You can save money by buying freshly cut logs now, cheaper than seasoned, and seasoning them yourself for use
next winter. Raise the logs off the ground by about 6 inches (for instance on a pallet), stack them so that air can
circulate freely, and protect them from rain. Ideally they should be stored like this for at least a year. Firewood dries
fastest in the spring: wood cut after April should not be used in the first winter. The woodfuel programme has a
moisture metre that you are welcome to borrow for a week, if you are willing to post it back.
Grants: Households that do not have central heating and install a biomass boiler before the end of March can get a
£950 grant (‘phase 2 household voucher scheme’) from the Department of Energy & Climate Change. Woodland
owners that need to put in roads to extract woodfuel can get a Woodfuel Woodland Improvement Grant from the
Forestry Commission that covers up to 60% of the cost, but the work needs to be completed by the end of 2013.
Please contact me if you need help with either of these, or if you would like to discuss any other aspect of woodfuel.
Please feel free to contact Riki Therivel with any ideas and questions about woodfuel:

01865 243488 ~ manager@oxonwoodfuel.org.uk

COFFEE MORNING
Come and join us for an informal get-together at the Bakery on the first Wednesday
of next month. Tea, coffee and cakes will be served from 10:30am till 12:00 noon.

EVERYONE WELCOME!

If you would like transport, or a helping hand across the road, please ring
Gwen Short (01295 810762) or Beryl Greenwood (340122) to arrange.

We hope to see you on Wednesday February 6th

Adverts

Village Hall For um
There will be a Village Hall Forum meeting on Thursday January
24th in the Old Bakery, starting at 7:30 pm.
At last month’s AGM, the three principal elected Trustees
were nominated and voted onto the Management Committee.
Chris Tuffrey, outgoing Village Meeting Chairman but longtime stalwart of the Village Hall programme, agreed (in
absentia) to take on the mantle of Chair to the Board of
Trustees. Marcus Potts agreed to accept the role of Secretary
to the Forum - a role he also bears with regard to the Village
Meeting - and Beverley Rees was elected Treasurer to the
Village Hall Forum. Several others among those present
agreed to become Appointed Trustees, while a number who
had not been able to attend the Forum meeting have also
volunteered to stand on the Management Committee. A full
list of Trustees will be published at the next Meeting.
Having resigned from his post as Chairman, Chris is now
keen to push forward with the planning and development stage
for the Village Hall. If you would like to receive copies of the
minutes from the last Forum meeting, or any previous
gathering, please email the News with a request. We look
forward to making real progress in 2013. Please join us!

Vegetable Stall
Open Mon-Sat from 9.00am

November
5th
In theFriday
car park
behind the
Old Bakery
Q

Saturday
6thorganic veg
Wide variety November
of fresh seasonal

Q

at affordable prices
Minimal packaging & zero food miles
Supporting the local economy

Q

BabySitting Service
Mature and responsible 16 year-old available for babysitting.
Please contact Yvie on 01869 340090

Need a Baby Sitter ?
Responsible baby sitting service available most evenings,
including weekends. Also dog walking.
Phone Josh on 01869 347356 anytime

Computer Problems Solved
Look no further for a reliable computer repair and maintenance
service. We’ll remove viruses, fix hardware failures, boost the
performance of your PC, or tackle a broad range of tasks.
Phone 07522 342093 or visit the website at

www.naenterprise.co.uk

ORCC Trading Oil Scheme
Don’t get caught out by the cold!
Details have been published previously in the News, but with the
approach of Winter here’s a reminder that could save you
hundreds of pounds each year if you use oil-fired domestic
heating. If you would like further details, or would wish to join
the North Aston ‘Collective’, please contact Chris Tuffrey, North
Aston’s liaison officer with ORCC. Call him on 07903 339155 or
email: info@offac.co.uk. Savings of over £250 in a year based
on an annual membership fee of just £20 seem like a bargain.

Please
keep the
Pavements
Clear
Facebook
Don’t forget to visit the North Aston Village Facebook page! If
you are a Facebook user, then please “Like” our village page, and
feel free to add your own comments, announcements and
photographs so that we can help to spread the word about North
Aston. http://www.facebook.com/NorthAston

NEXT VILLAGE MEETING
The next Village Meeting and AGM will take place on
Thursday 17th January 2013 at 7.30pm in the Old Bakery.

Too busy? Why not try our Veg Box Scheme?
Fresh vegetables delivered to you door!

Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com

Tel: (01869) 347702

Items for consideration include:
Q Election of Officers
Q Treasurer’s Report and Annual Precept
Q Review of Christmas events
Q Artweeks 2013
Q Broadband in North Aston
A full agenda will be posted on the Village Noticeboard.
If you have any items you would like discussed, please
email brief details to: info@north-aston.co.uk.

Oxford’s Westgate Centre have challenged the resulting
expansion of Bicester Village with a further 28 shops to
go where Tesco is now.
What with the knock-on implications for traffic and roads,
employment and business, that’s quite a tangle for our
planners to address: 2013 will bring some interesting
planning committees…

As this is my first report of 2013, I’m determined to start
with some good news – don’t worry, it won’t last…

Cherwell DC Feedback
Satisfaction with Cherwell DC is, believe it or not, rising
fast. Because, unlike a private sector business, our
“customers” can’t tell us their views by either buying
more or shopping elsewhere, we undertake a pretty
rigorous survey every year so we know exactly what’s
going well and what to improve.
The whole thing goes into incredible detail, by service,
area, people and so on, so, while the implications for
work priorities and money are being woven into the
budget, I will just report that overall satisfaction with CDC
services has risen from 68% to an amazing 75%.
That headline figure, of course, gives nothing but a warm
glow (useful in mid-winter): it’s the underlying trends in
street cleaning in Bicester, housing in Kidlington and
building control in Banbury that really matter. Of course,
being responsible for Planning and Licensing ensures
that Cherwell can never score 100% as every contested
decision means somebody is unhappy – but we can keep
trying.

Flood Defences
Flooding was another piece of surprising cheer, with our
newly commissioned flood defences north of Banbury
passing a severe test in their first winter. There was some
water in the Mill area of Banbury, but that was never
within the scope of the protection: everything that was,
was protected. I suspect, too, that, by slowing down the
surge above Banbury, all of us below also saw a
mitigated effect. There was definitely more water around
than 2007 but much less damage. As it was my first
budget that kicked off the flood defence project by
earmarking £2million to prod the Environment Agency
into reinstating their contribution, I get a warm feeling
out of that too!
Set-to in Bicester
Bicester, meanwhile, may look peaceful but is the scene
of a fierce set-to between some of the biggest businesses
in the country. You can’t have missed Sainsbury’s
massive new town-centre supermarket rising by the day:
they’ve now applied for permission to add hugely to the
floor space without any external spread by extending
the mezzanine floor. Clearly, by the time it opens, it will
be quite something. At the same time, they are fighting
Tesco’s plan to compete by leaping south over the ring
road and doubling in size. As if that weren’t enough,

Into Vue
Bicester Cinema, while on the subject, still looks to me
like a hole in the ground with a large digger in the middle.
However, the operators, Vue Cinemas, are already
applying for a premises licence so they are clearly
determined to waste no time and open up the minute
the builders depart.
Planning for Banbury’s Future
Banbury, at the same time, is getting its turn with a Master
Plan, which is now going out for consultation. Do, please,
make your views known: Banbury is not just for
Banburians and is just as much our market town, so
issues of development, employment, shopping, travel
and parking are as important in the villages as anywhere.
There’s even some money in it, as Cherwell won
£100,000 from the Mary Portas “Town Centre Innovation”
fund and must now spend it wisely in a difficult
environment. The internet is rapidly changing shopping
patterns in unknowable ways – an interesting challenge
when the received wisdom is to support the existing high
street which might be evolving into something radically
different while we are looking the other way.
Ardley an Aroma
Composting at Ardley will, I hope, remain uninteresting
in the New Year. In 2012, complaints about smell dropped
to 32, a fraction of 2011’s and, more importantly, not a
single one turned out, on investigation, to emanate from
the composting site. (The worst cases, in fact, turned
out to be due to farmers spreading chicken manure).
Progress continues in odour management and
monitoring arrangements by the Environment Agency
(on site) and Cherwell (off site nuisances), so let’s hope
this work will result in a boring and uneventful 2013.
Policing
The new Police & Crime Commissioner is now in office,
despite the very low turnout (I pleased the Lower Heyford
polling team, who had been ready since 7.00, when I
cast their first vote at 8.30!) but Cherwell still has a
representative on the Police Panel. When asked for
priorities, as you’d expect, rural patrols and support of
issues raised by parish representatives in the NAGs were
mine – obviously Banbury and Bicester councillors have
competing ideas! As a church warden who looks
anxiously at the lead every time I pass the church,
though, I was impressed how quickly the Police have
used the new law prohibiting cash transactions for scrap
to deter metal thieves.
Anyway, best wishes for a Happy (but not too interesting)
New Year!
James Macnamara
Tel: 01869 340109
cllr.james.macnamara@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

PARISH WORSHIP IN JANUARY 2013
STEEPLE AST
ON
ASTON

NOR
TH AST
ON
NORTH
ASTON

TACKLEY

Sunday 6th - Epiphany Sunday
11.00 am
Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

8.00 am
1662 Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

9.30 am
Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier
6.00 pm
Evensong
Fr Robin Gibbons

Sunday 13th - First Sunday after Epiphany
11.00 am
Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

9.30 am
Holy Communion
Rev’d Geoff Hunter

9.30 am
Holy Communion & Children’s Church
Fr Mark Clavier

6.00 pm
EvensongFr Mark Clavier
Fr Robin Gibbons
Sunday 20th - Second Sunday after Epiphany
9.30 am
United Benefice Service
Rev’d Geoff Hunter
6.00 pm
Evensong
Fr Mark Clavier

10.30 am
Churches Together
Ecumenical Service
6.00 pm
Evensong
Fr Robin Gibbons

Sunday 27th - Third Sunday after Epiphany
9.30 am
Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

11.00 am
Holy Communion & Children’s Church
Fr Mark Clavier

9.30 am
Holy Communion
Rev’d Geoff Hunter
6.00 pm
BCP Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

Mid-W
eek Services & Morning Prayer - Ev
ery W
eek
Mid-Week
Every
Week
9.30 am
Noon
Morning Prayer 1662 Holy Communion
Tuesdays
Thursdays

9.15 am
Morning Prayer
Mondays

9.15 am
Morning Prayer
Wednesdays

Families are welcome to all services.
Father Mark provides a children’s sermon for children 4+ during the service.

Other Events this Month
There will be no January Coffee Morning in North Aston. The next Coffee Morning will be in February
Bible Study at the Rectory each Monday 1.30-2.30 pm
21st January – 7.30 pm Pint with the Parson at The Gardiner Arms, Tackley

