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Useful Contacts
North Aston News
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
Chris Tuffrey, Chairman
Telephone: 07903 339155
Email: info@offac.co.uk
Sue Hatzigeorgiou, Treasurer
Telephone: (01869) 347727
Email: sue@hatzgibbs.co.uk
Franca Potts, Secretary
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: franca@cmcgraphics.co.uk
North Aston PCC
Clive Busby, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 338434
Email: casb@north-aston.com
Kildare Bourke-Borrowes, Churchwarden
Telephone: (01869) 340200
Email: k.bourkeborrowes@btinternet.com
North Aston Gardening Club
Chris Tuffrey, Chairman. See above.
North Aston Pet Alert
Please notify of any Firework Parties
Deirdre Oakley: Tel (01869) 340646
Also email: info@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Farms
Telephone: (01869) 347865 or 347888
Email: jemtaylor@mac.com
North Aston Organics
Telephone: (01869) 347702
Email: markstayorganic@yahoo.co.uk
Nicholson Nurseries
Telephone: (01869) 340342
Email: office@nicholsons.gb.com
North Aston 100 Club
Norman West. Tel (01869) 340368
CDC Local Councillor
James Macnamara, Lower Heyford
Telephone: (01869) 340109
Email: cllr.james.macnamara@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
Thames Valley Police
Telephone: 08458 505 505
Out of Hours Doctor
Telephone: 08453 458 995

Upcoming Events
Coffee Morning
Weds 1st June. 10:30am-12:00pm. Old Bakery
Village Meeting
Thursday 23rd June. 7:30pm, Old Bakery
Welcome Service for Mark Clavier
Sunday 26th June. 9:30am, St Mary’s Church
Cover: Common Blue butterfly, Polyommatus icarus,
photographed in North Aston Park, late May this year.

There are times when I sit back and look at my past life, and
one of these occasions saw me looking back 40 years. It may
seem a lifetime but in reality it is not. Forty years ago I was
North Aston’s Village Bobby and I was stationed at Deddington,
from where I policed many of our local villages.
I played for North Aston cricket team in those days and was
well aware of the community spirit in the village. I have been
back here and living in the village for the last 12 years and the
question that I now find myself asking is, where has our
community spirit gone? There are exceptions, such as the annual
village fête, The Big Lunch, The Harvest Supper, and the time
when there were plans afoot to use the church as a community
centre, but little else.
There are many definitions of the phrase “Community Spirit”,
so I looked it up in the Oxford Dictionary, where it is defined
as “a feeling of involvement and concern for one’s local
community”.
The question I would like to ask you all is, “Do you feel involved
or concerned for your village?” From where I am standing I do
believe that there are some who no longer wish to be involved
in shaping the future of the village. I think it would be a shame
if we were to become just a collection of isolated households
rather than a pro-active and caring community.
I took over the role of Village Chairman over two years ago.
One of the reasons for doing so was to ensure that North Aston
retained it unique identity. If the positions of Chair, Secretary
and Treasurer had not been filled, it was highly probable that
we would have been amalgamated with Steeple Aston or Duns
Tew. We would then have had little say as to how North Aston
was run; we could even have had street lighting foisted on us!
The precept we pay through our council tax would have had to
rise from our current level of £600 to meet the £20,600 plus
that Steeple Aston raises each year (a 33-fold increase) or
more than £13,000 in the case of Duns Tew (a 22-fold
increase). The final indignation would have been that we would
have had to hand over to whichever parish we amalgamated with,
all our assets, including the speed monitor, marquees, generator
and any money we had in the bank. At present our precept is
used for the benefit of North Aston, but it is possible that
upon amalgamation we might never have seen any of the precept
spent on the village at all. We could have become the “poor
relation”.
There are many local villages which seem to have a much higher
level of community spirit, I know some of you will say that they
have shops, pubs etc. Talking to Norman West the other night
on the allotment was quite inspiring. He was telling me of the
days when many people in the village worked on their allotments
until nearly dark, and then went over to the Green and played

football. Surely memories like that have to be an
inspiration to us all to work harder on restoring
our community spirit?
There may be another way in which we can revive
our community spirit, and it comes in the form of a
community led Parish Plan. This plan would set out
a vision of how our community wants to develop and
what actions are needed in order to achieve it. Duns
Tew have just completed their Parish Plan refresh.
It makes interesting reading and shows just what
we could achieve as a village. I would like to give
you a quote from the Chair of Duns Tew Parish
Council. When asked “Would you recommend other
villages to do a plan?” his response was “Absolutely.
A village plan, even something as simple as our
update, focuses the mind on what we would like to
see done (or sometimes not done) in order to
improve the day to day life of our village as well as
strengthen a sense of community. It gives the Parish
Council something to work towards that has been
endorsed by the village rather than dreamt up in
the minds of a ‘few village worthies’.” Better than
being called the North Aston Mafia !!!
I am sure that a project like that would help us
focus our minds, thus ensuring that the village has
a strong and solid foundation on which to build the
future for all our younger residents.
It is not all doom and gloom. The gardening club is
going from strength to strength, and we now have
15 members. More gardening club news later in the
newsletter. Feel free to come along to one of our
meetings; it is not just for the summer months, we
are already drawing up a winter programme, as you
will see from the Gardening Club Notes.
The next village meeting is on 23rd June. One of
the items on the agenda will now be about preparing
a Village Plan. I am hoping to get one of the
organisers from the ORCC to explain to us the
benefits and what is required to complete our own
plan. Please make every effort to attend this
meeting and help us ensure a solid future for North
Aston.

The lucky winners of the May Draw were:
First Prize (£10): Jeremy Taylor (#125)
Second Prize (£5): Mary Hoare (#13)
This is the first draw of the new 100 Club year. Many thanks
to all of you who have renewed your membership so
promptly, and a polite reminder to the rest who haven’t.
Please use the envelope included in last month’s News to
renew your annual subscription. Place a £5 note in the
envelope for each member of your household that wishes to
take part, and put it through Norman’s letterbox at 22 The
Green. If you’d prefer not to continue, or you’re not currently
a member and would like to join the North Aston 100 Club,
please call Norman on 340368.

You’ve got to be in it to win it!
Village Archive
As mentioned last next month, we are looking to create a
Village Archive here in North Aston.
Do you have any “historic” material relevant to the history of
the village? Perhaps you have a box full of old photographs
showing former residents, or buildings looking very different
from the way they do today. Maybe you have photos of events,
sports and pastimes that we no longer pursue? If so, can
they be borrowed for copying?
We are also looking for old documents and other ephemera.
Perhaps you have ancient maps of the village, house
particulars from long-forgotten sales, plans and diagrams, event
programmes, letters from village worthies, deeds, or maybe
the odd nineteenth century will?
Items don’t necessarily have to be donated, although that too
would be welcomed, but we simply need to have temporary
access so they can be copied, photographed or scanned for
posterity.
If you’re interested in helping, please drop a line to 2 School
Cottages or info@north-aston.co.uk.

Chris Tuffrey

You can call me by telephone on 07903 339155, send me
an email: info@offac.co.uk, or just knock on the door at
Gilmore’s, The Green.

Welcome . . .
Add a note in your diary!

to Catherine Laidlaw, who has moved into 4 Somerton
Road. She has come to work at North Aston Organics
for two years via The Soil Association apprenticeship
scheme. We hope she enjoys her time here.

Mail to: info@north-aston.co.uk
Dear Editor
I would like to express my deep disappointment and frustration
following the Village Hall Meeting on Wednesday 18th May.
Not only was the turnout, again, fairly small, but it would
appear that after twenty years of attempting to find a plan
that suits everyone in North Aston, cold water is now being
poured on the current suggestion to build in Beesley’s Close.
The Meeting was told that apparently there are a number of
residents of North Aston who are not in favour of the current
plans, but it would appear they are too apathetic to come to
any of the meetings. The main worry seems to be how the
Village would maintain a Hall. To this I would ask only one
question; how do all the surrounding villages, that all have
village halls, maintain theirs? I would suggest they can do
this because those villages are active communities and not
the dying, dormitory village that North Aston is fast in danger
of becoming.
We are just a group of houses around a village green. When
anything happens, it is the same group of people who push
everything forward, and it is always those who stay away
from meetings that complain the loudest.
There is a small group of people putting in a great deal of hard
work to ensure that the affairs of the Village are dealt with in
a democratic way. Does anyone appreciate how much time
and effort goes into the monthly newsletter for instance? From
the response to any requests that are made through this
medium (i.e. a questionnaire about a potential village hall) it
would appear that nobody even bothers to read it – and if they
do, seem to regard it as nothing to do with them.
If you want North Aston to become a thriving community where
things happen and there is a legacy to pass on to our children
– then please get involved.
Franca Potts, Two School Cottages

KISS – keep it simple stupid
This term is used in the horticultural industry and perhaps
others. It is not one that I follow, and sadly one that doesn’t
seem to apply in our village matters.
The simple questions about the Village Hall in my letter to
the May News (247) provoked an unexpected robust response
from Chairman Chris and Editor Marcus, without giving clear
answers. This prompted me to have a look at earlier copies of
the News, of which I think I have a complete set. Let me
make it clear, I was not, and am not attempting to change
decisions already made.
To my surprise part of the answer to the question how and
when the major decision – namely to go for a village hall –
was taken was there, lurking in the Village Hall, Survey
Questionnaire – 2011 Update. And here I quote, “this survey
is not to determine whether or not a Hall is built, since that
has already been established and approved by two previous
surveys . . . which both demonstrated significant support for

such a building – over 90% at the last count.” Splendid, so it
was agreed some time ago. So why all the drama in the
February, 2011 News (244) about a meeting that “decides
whether or not the North Aston villagers want the Hall project
to go ahead”, with the comment, “If the support is poor, we
will have to accept that we will not be visiting this subject for
a number of years to come”.
Subsequently, in the March News (245) we are told “although
the turnout was small . . . we are going ahead with the project.”
Some indication of the numbers involved would have been
helpful. But why bother, results from the previous surveys/
questionnaires, of which there have been a few, are also fairly
sketchy. Minimalist might be more accurate. For example
the Village Meeting of April 2006 (News 187) was told that in
response to a questionnaire “More than half the village had
responded, with more replies to be returned. The response
had been overwhelmingly positive.” And “A very small proportion
of respondents did not want the hall rented to people from
outside the village.” Four years later, the Village Meeting in
January 2010 (News 232) was told that “Some 85% of the
residents took part” in the ballot staged in 2006.
However, only a year after the 2006 ballot, at the Village Meeting
in July 2007 (News 202), Marcus reported that “the last
meeting of the Village Hall Committee had effectively been
scratched due to a very poor turnout . . . so it was decided to
drop the word ‘Committee’, as this might give people the
impression they had to be on the committee to attend the
meeting”. (For the benefit of newcomers, I think this is vintage
North Aston!). At the Village Meeting in October 2007 (News
205) Mark Stay said that “ due to small turnout at village hall
meetings, the committee had the feeling that they were on
their own and there was lack of will in the village for a new
hall”. He then asked for a show of hands of people keen and
willing to give their time and effort to push forward a village
hall project. “Four hands out of the 21 present went up”. So
that was an example of a Village Meeting response – much
less in favour of a hall than the ballot/survey.
I could go on, but why bother. No doubt others who can be
bothered to browse through old issues of News might get a
different impression.
We are repeatedly encouraged to attend the Village Meetings,
I agree, but we don’t. The News did not tell us how many
attended in December 2009, but it was exceptionally well
attended. Readers might like to know that only 50 villagers
have attended the other 14 meetings since January 2008.
Twenty three attended either one or two meetings and only
16 attended half or more. And remember the decision to go
ahead with the Village Hall was not taken at a Village Meeting.
North Aston is extremely fortunate in having two such devoted
and energetic champions as Marcus and Chris. But this does
not mean that everything should be left to them or that we do
not question what they tell us. Who knows, a few more facts,
from those already collected, that illustrate the desire for a
hall, might encourage more overt support. Let’s face it, most
people like to be on the winning side.
So, if you are convinced, go on, support them, build a Village
Hall and use it. I will be delighted if you prove me wrong.
John Davison
Some of John’s points are covered in the Village Hall page
elsewhere in this issue, where the full results from the survey
are published. However, there has been a response from
Marcus with regard to John’s penultimate paragraph.

Dear John,
I hope that most of the vagueness you criticise in your letter
has been addressed by the comprehensive results from the
surveys, which are central to this month’s Village Hall update,
so I won’t dwell on them here. What I will respond to is your
comment aimed directly at Chris and myself.
We are obviously being accused of railroading through
decisions relating either to the Village Hall, or perhaps even
to other matters of life in North Aston. Nothing could be further
from the truth. As far as the Village Meeting is concerned,
every significant decision has to be discussed by the Meeting
and then put to the vote. It’s a democratic process, and we
are obliged to pursue the guidelines set down in law and as
apply to all Village Meetings in the UK. If we have had 50
different villagers attending meetings since 2008, then that’s
actually not bad, bearing in mind that it’s almost a third of the
adult population. Detailed minutes of every Meeting are also
published here in the News, for the benefit of those who can’t
(or won’t) attend the Meetings.
The same basic democratic principles have also been applied
to the Village Hall meetings, and any decisions made have
only ever been arrived at with the support of those attending.
Just as in any other representative process, those taking part
must assume that anyone not present is either not concerned
by the outcome or is prepared to accept the decisions made
in their absence and on their behalf.
Chris and I do devote a significant amount of our time to village
matters - much to the disquiet of our better halves! At a
conservative estimate, I spend at least 40 hours a month
“working” for the village. As with any community, I’m one of a
small number of people in North Aston who do all the work,
and while some of these ‘happy few’ support the Church,
help to organise village “events”, care for the elderly among
us, or simply collect up the dog mess on the Green, that’s

Traffic Speed Monitor - April
The results for April are a little different from previously,
since we swapped the direction of the monitor from the
beginning of the month to point east, towards Somerton.
The total for through traffic remains largely unchanged,
at around 14,300 one-way, or an estimated 28,000 plus
when doubled up to account for vehicles travelling in
both directions. Whether this is significantly different from
the usual 30,000 or so may be confirmed by May’s count.
Where the results do appear to differ is in the recorded
speeds. The fastest vehicle blasted through at 56 mph
on Wedesday 13th April at 15:45, followed a minute later
by our second-quickest, clocking 53 mph. Were they
together? This is about 6 or 8 mph below the high range
normally seen from the other direction. Furthermore, only
two others exceeded 50 mph, which is well down on the
numbers usually recorded when the monitor faces west.
37 were clocked exceeding 45 mph (down from 123 in
March), 350 topped 40 mph (583 in March), and 1781
vehicles would have earned points on their licence
(compared with 3293 in March). An overall total (one
way) of 5219 exceeded the 30 mph limit, representing
36% of all through traffic.

how it will always be. It’s a similar story in Duns Tew (where
I also end up on organising committees from time to time!)
and I don’t doubt that the same could be said of every village
in the area. My reward for this has been to be on the receiving
end of unpleasant letters and phone calls, abusive remarks
in the street, and now being called “stupid”. Thanks John.
Actually, you’re probably right, because any rational appraisal
would conclude that it is stupid to devote so much time to
such a thankless cause, but nevertheless, I continue to do it.
At the other end of the scale, there is probably an equal
number of residents who do very little for the community. They
are happy to live here, drive to and from their workplace, pop
out to the shops, and perhaps tell their friends how fortunate
they are to live somewhere as delightful as North Aston, but
they never get actively involved. And why should they? That’s
their prerogative, and that too is how it will always be.
All we are trying to do (and by “we” I mean the dozen or so
Village Hall regulars) is to create a focus for a community
that currently doesn’t have one. From a personal point of view,
what I find the most disheartening is that there seems to be a
very small group of people who not only do not want a
community centre for North Aston, but also seem intent on
preventing anyone else from having one as well. I can perfectly
understand that they may not think they have a personal need
for a Village Hall (although one or two have stated just the
opposite in their survey returns!) but why wish to deny everyone
else that opportunity as well? It makes no sense, but then
again for the benefit of newcomers, that too is vintage North
Aston. Perhaps it’s a shame such passion couldn’t have been
directed at opposing the building of the incinerator in Ardley.
I hope we can indeed prove you wrong, John, although having
read your letter again, I’m not actually sure what “wrong” we’re
trying to right.
Best regards, Marcus

This tends to suggest that, on the whole, traffic coming
through the village from the east, via Somerton, is less
likely to be speeding excessively. A sizeable proportion
still travels above 30 mph, but fewer hit the very high
speeds we see from the main road direction.
This is probably only to be expected. Travelling uphill,
through the narrows past the Bakery, and approaching
the blind bend opposite the fountain, drivers may tend
to slow, whereas vehicles entering from the west will only
have the rumble strips and Norman’s wall to encourage
them to slow. If May’s figures confirm these findings, then
we may look to moving the monitor slightly further along
the Green, to discourage those who accelerate past the
Fountain as they head west, yet still catch drivers
entering quickly from the opposite direction.
The Fox: If you haven’t yet contacted OCC about the
Fox crossroads and would like to, please quote the
reference Number: 392979 and entitle your email or letter
“The Fox Crossroads, North Aston and Duns Tew”.
You can write to: Highway Enquiries Team, Customer
Service Centre, Oxfordshire Customer Services, 3rd
Floor Clarendon House, 52 Cornmarket Street, Oxford.
OX1 3EJ.
The email is: highwayenquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk. You
can telephone 0845 310 1111 or fax 0845 606 9628.

Village Hall
There was another Village Hall meeting on 18th May,
with a busy agenda of items to cover and plenty to
discuss. As with all these meetings, it was a fairly informal
affair, with a glass of wine and comfy chairs in the
conservatory at Gilmore’s, The Green.
The first topic concerned the establishing of a charity to
administer the fundraising and future management of
the Village Hall. Chris Tuffrey explained that some
organisations will not consider offering grants or funding
except to a charity. He explained the complexities of the
Governing Documents and the roles of Trustees. There
would normally be a duty for a Parish Council in this
process, but in North Aston’s case, the change from a
Meeting is unlikely to come in time, so the Charity
Commissioners may have to fulfil the position of Holding
Trustees in the meantime. However, there will be a need
to appoint Managing Trustees from within the village,
and nominations should be invited. It can take 10 days
to set up a charity, and this process will begin in June.
The legal responsibilities associated with the charity’s
duties in building and running of a Hall were discussed,
and also the question of debts, should they arise.
The question of funding was discussed, and the progress
Chris has made in finding possible sources. Becoming
a charity will enable Gift Aid to be used to enhance the
value of donations.
The question of the legal status of land upon which the
Hall will be built was discussed. A lawyer with suitable
experience will be needed to consider land ownership,
rights of way, access, and/or lease terms.

There was a fairly animated discussion about the
perceived support for the idea of the Village Hall, with a
suggestion that not everyone’s views were being
adequately addressed. However, it was agreed that, if
those with doubts cannot bring themselves to attend the
meetings, then they must accept that some decisions
may be made with which they don’t necessarily agree. It
was also agreed to await the release of the full findings
of the survey, including the May updates. (These are
now published on the next page).
One aspect of the recent questionnaire that caught
everyone’s interest was the suggestion from Brian Palmer
that the field adjacent to the allotments would make an
excellent site for the Hall. While Beesley’s Close is the
most popular site amongst those previously considered,
it also has the potential to be the most contentious with
a small number of village residents. It is also situated
within the conservation area and has possible vehicle
access issues. The allotment field, Barn Ground, has
several obvious advantages. It lies outside the
conservation area yet is still within the perceived bounds
of the village. It has easier access from the neighbouring
Middle Aston Lane, and the necessary footpaths already
exist. North Aston Farms has been approached and has
already agreed that the land could be made available,
so it was decided that one, final, door-to-door survey
would be carried out to establish, once and for all, where
the Hall will be. This will be carried out in late June.
That being the case, if you haven’t yet done so, please
complete and return the questionnaire from last month’s
News, especially if you are new to the village.
Marcus

North Aston Village Meeting Accounts 2010-2011 - Financial Statement as at 31 March 2011
Balance in hand at 1.04.10
Current Account
Deposit Account
Total
Income
Precept
Interest
Total Income

£ 112.09
£ 1110.02
£ 1222.11
£ 600.00
£ 1.12
£ 601.12

Expenditure
Insurance
Bank charges
OALC
Mole Man
Total Expenditure

£ 448.95
£ 32.00
£ 21.74
£ 70.00

Balance in hand at 31.3.11
Current Account
Deposit Account
Total

£ 139.40
£ 1111.14

£ 572.69

£ 1250.54

North Aston Village Fund Accounts 2010-2011 - Financial Statement as at 31 March 2011
Balance in hand at 1.04.10
Deposit Account
Current Account
Total
Income
Book Sales
Fete
100 Club
Easter Egg Hunt
Hire of Marquee
Newsletter Advert
Interest
Total Income

£7520.56
£291.36
£ 7811.92
£ 179.50
£ 1586.14
£ 550.00
£ 53.00
£ 100.00
£ 12.00
£ 7.02
£ 2487.66

These Treasurer’s figures should have been published in the
April issue of the News. Our apologies for the oversight.

Expenditure
Fete & Harvest Supper
100 Club prizes
Easter Egg Hunt
Marquee Insurance
Christmas Presents
Water
Speed Camera, Generator, Marquee
Donation to PCC
Postage for Book Sale
Total Expenditure

£ 110.27
£ 300.00
£ 49.31
£ 25.04
£ 250.00
£ 51.19
£ 4680.66
£ 750.00
£ 10.00

Balance in hand at 31.3.11
Deposit account
Current Account
Total

£ 3564.08
£ 509.03

£ 6226.45

£ 4073.11

NB: Outstanding expenses relating to 2010-11:
100 Club Prizes
£ 70.00
Sundry expenses (Carols in Green, Children’s Christmas Party
North Aston News, Harvest Supper)
£ 116.03

Village Hall Survey Results
Over the years there have been two major surveys regarding the
possible construction of a community centre for North Aston, as
well as further insights revealed by other surveys, such as the
one which examined the future of the church in 2009. Last month
there was also an opportunity for residents to update their
opinions (or participate for the first time if they have arrived here
since the last complete survey in 2006) and analysis of all these
results has now been completed.
Although the details of the various surveys have never been
published in full, the general conclusions have been discussed
fairly widely at Village and Hall Meetings, and have formed the
basis for the recent progress made towards preparing the way
for a Village Hall. The fresh data from last month’s “update” has
not altered the general consensus, although it has revealed a
clearer understanding of one or two details, including the possible
rental of the Hall to those outside the community, and it has also
introduced a fresh idea on the possible location for the new
building . . . of which more on the Village Hall page.

General Statistics
The surveys were based on households within the parish,
although individuals within a home with widely differing opinions
were invited to submit separate forms if they wished. Only three
households elected to do this, although in one case the entries
were virtually identical. Where more than one questionnaire has
been received from a specific household or property, then only
the most recent set of results has been assessed.
There are 78 households in the parish. Survey results have been
processed from 67 of those households, with another 8 forms
returned anonymously. This means that 75 out of 78 households
have been represented. A small number of forms relate to
residents who have since moved out of North Aston. If you are
new to the village, and have not yet completed last month’s
questionnaire, then please do so as soon as possible.
Of those 75 households, 71 were in favour of North Aston having
a Village Hall or community centre. Of the four who were not in
favour, one further qualified their opinion by stating that the village
should only have such a building if it could be afforded financially.

Choice of Location
In some questionnaires, up to five possible locations were listed,
but with the rejection of the Church in the 2009 survey, and the
relative unpopularity of both Park Farm Barns and the Old Bakery
sites in earlier surveys, they were dropped from the most recent
questionnaire. However, for the sake of completeness, the results
of all these options are listed below. Of the 75 households that
have participated, the following preferences were given for the
possible location of the new building:
Choice:
Beesley’s Close
Pavilion Field
Old Bakery
Park Farm Barns
Church
No preference

1st
46
15
6
2
2
4

2nd
6
3
6
7
2
-

3rd
3
3
5
7
2
-

4th
0
1
2
1
7
-

5th
0
0
2
1
1
-

Unlisted
20
53
54
57
61

This reveals a strong preference for Beesley’s Close, with 46 out
of 71 giving this as their first choice (and 4 stating no support for
a hall at all). However, for the latest development on the location
issue, see the Village Hall update page, where the possibility of
a realistic new alternative has been raised.
As well as expressing their preferences either for or against a
Village Hall, and selecting a favoured location, respondents were
also invited to express their views on the kind of activities that
might be staged in the new hall. Not everyone completed this
element of the questionnaire, and some did not mark all of the
listed activities. As a result, the following data is collated in terms
of those “who expressed a preference”, as it is not possible to
determine the opinions of those who didn’t give one.

Village/Parish Meetings: 100% approved use, of which 42% said
they might be active participants.
Harvest Supper: 100% approved use, of which 60% said they might be
active participants. 2 respondents had no opinion.
Coffee Mornings: 100% approved use, of which 19% said they might
be active participants. 2 respondents had no opinion.
Musical Evenings: 98% approved use, of which 33% said they might
be active participants. 3 respondents had no opinion. 1 respondent did
not wish this kind of event to take place.
Book Club: 100% approved use, of which 14% said they might be
active participants. 2 respondents had no opinion on this.
Childrens’ Parties: 100% approved use, of which 17% said they might
be active participants. 4 respondents had no opinion.
Childrens’ Discos: 98% approved use, of which 19% said they might
be active participants. 8 respondents had no opinion. 1 respondent did
not wish this kind of event to take place.
Wine Tasting: 100% approved use, of which 34% said they might be
active participants. 6 people had no opinion on this.
Bar & Social Club: 98% approved use, of which 56% said they might be
active participants. 5 respondents had no opinion on this. 1 respondent
did not wish this kind of event to take place.
Adults’ Parties/Dinners/Lunches: 100% approved use, of which 43%
said they might be active participants. 5 respondents had no opinion.
Adults’ Discos/Dances: 96% approved use, of which 27% said they
might actively participate. 5 people had no opinion, and 2 respondents did
not wish this kind of event to take place.
Visiting Performers - Music: 98% approved use, of which 50% said
they might be active participants. 6 respondents had no opinion and 1
respondent did not wish this kind of event to take place.
Visiting Performers - Drama: 98% approved use, of which 44% said
they might be active participants. 6 respondents had no opinion and 1
respondent did not wish this kind of event to take place.
Drama Performances - N.Aston’s own: 98% approved use, of which
28% said they might be active participants. 5 respondents had no opinion
and 1 respondent did not wish this kind of event to take place.
Keep Fit/Yoga etc: 100% approved use, of which 24% said they might
be active participants. 3 respondents had no opinion.
Mothers & Toddlers Group: 100% approved, of which 12% said they
might be active participants. 4 respondents had no opinion.
Jumble Sales: 100% approved, of which 18% said they might be active
participants. 4 respondents had no opinion.
Table-top Sales: 98% approved, of which 20% said they might be
active participants. 5 respondents had no opinion and 1 respondent did
not want this kind of event to take place.
Antiques & Bric-a-Brac Sales: 96% approved, of which 24% said
they might be active participants. 5 respondents had no opinion and 2
respondents did not want this kind of event to take place.
Indoor Sports (Badminton etc): 98% approved, 34% said they might
participate, 3 had no opinion and 1 did not want this kind of event.
Private Hire (within the Village): 98% approved, 26% said they might
hire the hall themselves. 1 respondent had no opinion and 1 did not want
the hall made available for private hire.
Private Hire (to those outside NA): 77% approved, 14 respondents
had no opinion, and 9 did not want the hall hired outside the village.
Community Shop or PO: 98% approved, of which 36% might actively
use the shop. 8 respondents had no opinion and 1 did not want a shop.
Small Office (fax/photocopier/PC): 96% approved, of which 18%
said they might use the facility. 10 respondents had no opinion and 2
respondents did not want this kind of event to take place.
Visiting Speakers: 100% approved, of which 7% said they might be
active participants. 7 respondents had no opinion.
Art/Craft Exhibitions: 100% approved, of which 32% said they might
be active participants. 5 respondents had no opinion.
Craft Workshops: 100% approved, of which 34% said they might be
active participants. 7 respondents had no opinion.
Bridge/Games Clubs: 100% approved, of which 19% said they might
be active participants. 6 respondents had no opinion.
Childrens Clubs & Hobbies: 100% approved, of which 26% said they
might be active participants. 5 respondents had no opinion.
Flower & Produce: 100% approved, of which 30% said they might be
active participants. 6 respondents had no opinion.
Gardening Club: 100% approved, of which 30% said they might be
active participants. 5 respondents had no opinion.
Summer Barbecue: 98% approved, of which 52% said they might be
active participants. 3 respondents had no opinion, 1 disapproved.
Evening Classes: 100% approved, of which 30% said they might be
active participants. 6 respondents had no opinion.

North Aston
Gardening Club
I love good news, and there’s a fair bit to be reported
since our last meeting. So, where shall I start:
Once again the meeting was well attended, with some
new faces. I didn’t do a headcount but it must have
been 9 or 10 people including new faces. That means
we have a least 15 members of the Gardening Club,
which isn’t bad for a start.
Members who availed of the discounts from Dobies
all seemed pleased with the seeds and plants that
they received.
We held our first Plant Swap and Sale on the Green
on Saturday May 14th, resulting in a nice mix of
vegetable plants, flowers and fruits, and most of what
was not swapped was then purchased by those
attending. The princely sum of £30.00 was raised
towards club funds.
The question of holding our own Flower & Produce
Show was raised at the meeting, and it was decided
that we would definitely go ahead and hold it in
September, possibly in conjunction with the Harvest
Festival and Supper. That might mean the third
weekend in September, but the PCC hasn’t yet set a
firm date, so we will await confirmation from them
before we publish the exact date.
I am reliably informed that this will be North Aston’s
very first Flower & Produce Show, and will be open
to all residents of North Aston. There should be
classes that will be of interest not only to the
gardeners in the village, but to one and all. Watch
out for a full list of categories in next month’s News.
It was also decided to create a winter programme of
events, starting in August. I know that’s not really
winter, but no harm in being prepared! A visit to David
Barbour at Swerford, who is renowned for his nut
woods, should be an interesting evening. Other
events include talks on Beekeeping; Hedgelaying,
Stonewalling, Pruning, and Gardeners Question
Time. Details of these events have yet to be finalised
but will be posted in later Newsletters.
We now are able to benefit from these discounts:
Neil and Liz at Nicholsons Nurseries have generously
offered 15% off the price of Garden Sundries, Seeds,
Veg Plants, Herbs and Herbaceous and Soft Fruit
and 5% of everything else. Liz also emailed me to
say that if we needed any old pots we could help
ourselves - thank you Liz for that offer.
Yarnton (near Oxford), Applegarth (Chipping Norton)
and Hilltop Nurseries (at Ramsden, near Charlbury)

have all agreed to offer us 10% off their normal retail
prices, except for sale items.
All the above will be on the production of a club
membership card which Marcus is currently printing
and will be available for collection this week.
Next meeting will be on Monday 20th June at Gilmore,
The Green. If you are interested in joining the
Gardening Club you can just turn up at the meeting,
or speak to Chris. You can call him on 07903 339155,
or email info@offac.co.uk.

The Future of the

HONEY BEE
in North Aston

How can the people of North Aston contribute
towards saving the honey bee?
The North Aston Gardening Club will be organising
a special meeting later this year to discuss the future
of the native honey bee, and investigating ways in
which we can help to encourage their survival. With
the help of local beekeepers, we will be looking into
the history of bees and honey harvesting, beehive
design, sustainable natural methods of beekeeping,
and examining a demonstration hive. If you’d like to
be involved, please come along to the next meeting.

Mark Clavier joins us this month
At last we have a new priest, who with his family
will move into Steeple Aston Rectory early this
month. His induction service is on June 16th and
his first service here will be at 9:30 on June 26th.
This is his message to us:
13 January 1996 dawned with over 14" of snow on the
ground. Even in Maryland, that amount of snowfall in
a six hour period played havoc with the roads and
transportation; that this snowfall had come only a
few days after a foot of snow only made matters
worse. Despite all this, a handful of dedicated
parishioners and no fewer than three bishops (two of
them there in case no others could make it) gathered
at the neo-Gothic Episcopal Church in an American
village with a good Oxfordshire name, Abingdon, to
ordain me to the priesthood. As I sloshed through the
snow, the vicar of the parish approached me with his
typical mischievous grin. ‘I have one question for
you, Mark.’ He paused for dramatic effect. ‘Who told
you that you’d only be ordained when hell freezes
over?!’
Well, they did ordain me and if the snow had not
made the weekend absurd enough, I was installed on
the very next day as the new Rector of a small village
church and given charge of a tiny congregation, most
of whose members I was convinced were old enough
to remember Noah’s flood! I had just turned twentyfive and had never looked after a congregation on my
own; I remember beginning my first Eucharist with
the not terribly pious thought, ‘O Lord, what have I
done?’ But that was the start of what has now been a
fifteen ministry that has taken me from the crab
cakes of Joppa, Maryland to the lush wooded slopes
of Asheville, North Carolina, to the pit villages of
County Durham and now, it seems, to your doorstep.
I was born, however, in Greenville, South Carolina
and, though, I spent much of my childhood in South
Florida, I suppose I consider myself a Southerner
(though, as I prefer not to eat lima beans or grits,
some in the South would question this claim). That
statement may seem a little strange as Florida is in
the American South. But Florida has also been settled
by Northerners seeking the tropics and so has
become a kind of New York with palm trees and as a
result the only place on the planet where you have to
go north to get to the South. But my Carolina mother
did her best to keep me true to my Southern roots.

My father, however, is a Yorkshireman and did me the
good service of registering me as a British National
shortly after my birth. Though he has lived in the
States since 1969, he remains an unreformed Brit and
brought my brother and me up to celebrate getting
rid of the ‘colonies’ on the 4th of July and of the
Puritans on Thanksgiving Day. This has given me a
rather eccentric view of American history, to say the
least.
My ministry in the States was very rewarding. After a
difficult start in my first parish, eventually a number
of young families joined the church. When I left after
five years, the congregation of fifty elderly members
had grown to over a hundred, twenty of whom were
children. I then spent seven years in western North
Carolina where the church grew to nearly two
hundred members with a strong youth programme
and an active involvement in local charities. Both
congregations used the American equivalent of the
old Prayer Book but balanced it with a warmth and
friendliness that proved a powerful attraction to
many. What I learned from my last congregation was
that solemnity can be combined with an easy-going
approach to ministry and that a seriousness of
purpose does not preclude having fun.

Despite the pleasure of ministering to such a
congregation, I decided in 2008 that I wanted to
return to university to earn my PhD. And so my family
and I proved that we have a few screws loose by
selling just about everything but my books, taking on
enormous student loan debts, and moving to Durham
so I could spend three years studying the idea of
delight. In 2009, Bishop Tom Wright of Durham kindly
received me into the Church of England, which
allowed me to augment my studies by assisting a vicar
in three former pit villages: an experience far
removed from anything I had known back in the
States. But as I’m from solid coalmining stock, they
received me well, and my time here has been
enjoyable. To keep out of trouble, I also have been
teaching Anglicanism and medieval history to
undergraduates, all of which has made for a very busy
few years. But one of the lovely privileges of living in
County Durham is that whenever I’ve felt the need to
get away, I’ve simply driven a half hour west to spend
hours walking in the Pennines or slightly further afield
along Hadrian’s Wall or in Teesdale.
But I am now looking forward to becoming a country
parson and, in time, getting to know many of y’all.
Central to my own approach to ministry is my belief
that one of the greatest needs in our society today is
to reconnect not only with God but with each other
and the world around us. We live in a world that,
thanks partly to the many luxuries of life, imprisons
many in lives of isolation, shallowness and hyperactivity where we lose sight of each other, never
plumb the depths of our own souls and never stand
still long enough to hear God’s still, small voice. And
so, my greatest wish while I am here with you is that
I may be able to help guide at least some of you
towards an abundant life where hope dispels despair,
faith and trust lead to a deeper sense of place and
fellowship, and where love is grounded in the deep
delight of God. In some ways, the motto of my
ministry could simply be ‘La dolce vita’ built simply on
faith, hope and love. And I see the Church in the
same way as the medieval monks: as a ‘school of
charity’, where we are given the grace to grow up
and into Love.
In the meantime, I look forward to meeting many of
you at the village fêtes, in shops, along the streets
and footpaths, in the pubs, and possibly even at
church! I like to think of myself as a typically
hospitable Yank, so please don’t feel shy about
introducing yourself to me or even stopping by the
vicarage. I may not be able to provide you with a
decent cup of tea, but I can brew a good cup of

coffee that will never be dreadfully instant. I hope
you will welcome my wife Diane, son Paul, and our
new Springer Spaniel puppy Cuthbert, into your
village life. I will be installed (sounds like something
does with a toilet!) on 16 June at Steeple Aston
church and y’all are warmly welcome to attend.
Finally, please keep us in your thoughts and prayers as
we settle into our new lives as you’ll be constantly in
mine.
Please see the notice below about our welcome to
Mark, along with a reception with the Friends of
Saint Mary’s on June 26th.

Welcome Service
Join in the party, meet friends
and have some fun
Sunday June 26th 2011 at 9:30 am
in Saint Mary’s Church, North Aston
Please come and welcome
our new Priest Mark
Clavier, and join in The
Friends of Saint Mary’s
Reception afterwards
(drinks of all kinds, food,
etc). Children and young
people of all ages more
than welcome of course.

Any comments about the above are very welcome.
Please email Kildare: k.bourkeborrowes@btinternet.com or tel: 340 200
If you wish you can also email Clive: casb@north-aston.com or tel: 338 434 or our priest Mark Clavier: mark.clavier@gmail.com
Any other member of the PCC will also be very happy to talk, and they are: Bill Adams, Richard
Bailey, Nick Bevan, Beryl Greenwood, Jenny Martin, Ted Short, Jeremy Taylor and Norman West.

It’s your Church

The Oxfordshire Dementia Information Line & Website

Dementia Awareness Event - July 6th 2011

Dementia Awareness Week in July will be marked by an Information Event at the Independent Living Centre,
Madley Park in Witney on Wednesday July 6th between 12 and 5pm. We would welcome anybody to come
along who would like to find out about dementia and the local resources and support available. There will be
tea and cake! Transport may also be available for people who may have difficulty getting there. Please call
01993 700061 for further details.
We are also delighted to announce that Marianne Talbot, Oxford Philosopher and author, will be at the event
between 12 and 2.30 with signed copies of her book Keeping mum – Caring for Someone with Dementia.
The Oxfordshire Dementia Information Line is a telephone service that can give information to anyone seeking
information about dementia and local dementia resources within Oxfordshire. There is also an accompanying
website www.dementiaweboxfordshire.org.uk
Oxfordshire is currently estimated to have 7,500 people aged over 65, and 160 younger people under the age
of 65, who have dementia (Poppi.org 2010). Not everyone who has dementia has a diagnosis. Not everyone
has sufficient information about dementia or local resources. The Oxfordshire Dementia Information Line staff
will guide callers to seek the appropriate input from health and social care as well as point towards other
resources such as dementia support workers, groups, clubs etc.
The service can make a real difference to people. It will contribute to increasing awareness and understanding of dementia;
break down barriers of fear, misunderstanding and stigma about dementia and be a valued local resource

Please contact us if there is something you would like to know about dementia or the resources available in
Oxfordshire – no question is too small or insignificant. For more information, please contact Rachel Niblock,
Dementia Information Service Coordinator on the Dementia Information Line
The Information Line is active 9am - 7pm Monday to Friday & 10am - 6pm Weekends and Bank Holidays

Telephone: 01993 700061 Email: rniblock@guidepoststrust.org.uk

BABY & TODDLER GROUP
The scheme provides a free service for those concerned
by rising fuel prices to help them find like-minded others
to share the cost of journeys. The scheme is available
to anyone in Oxfordshire and registration is completely
free. You can choose whom you wish to share with from
the matches generated for you; how often you wish to
share; whether you wish to be the driver or the passenger,
or to alternate. You don’t even need to own a car to use
the site – just register as a passenger.

Register today at www.oxfordshirecarshare.com

The Group meets in Duns Tew Village Hall every wednesday,
from 9:30-11:30am, and is open to any local parents and tots.
Just drop in on the day or call Beth Leach (07817926366) or
Helen McRae (01869 340029).
The group is in search of donations of toys/
books/games/baby bouncers etc. If you
think you have something suitable, give
them a call. Please support them and
spread the word, or pop in for a cuppa,
play and chat. Drinks & snacks
provided. £1.50 per family

COFFEE MORNING
Come and join us for an informal get-together at the Bakery on the first Wednesday
of each month. Tea, coffee and cakes will be served from 10:30am till 12:00 noon.

EVERYONE WELCOME!
If you would like transport, or a helping hand across the road, please ring Gwen
Short (01295 810762) or Beryl Greenwood (340122) to arrange.

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU ON WEDNESDAY JUNE 1st

MAY MOVIE PUZZLE
Here are the answers to last month’s Spring Puzzle from
Paul Martin. The answer to each clue was the title of a
famous film, and taking the first letter of each title could
be used to create an anagram of another famous movie.
Wookies, Harrison Ford, Darth Vadar: Star Wars
Big Ship, Iceberg, Leonardo de Caprio: Titanic
Marlon Brando, Unions, ‘I coulda been a contender’: On the
Waterfront
Russell Crowe, Ridley Scott, Rome: Gladiator
Michael J Fox, Doc, DeLorean, Marty McFly: Back to the
Future
Jane Austen, Gwyneth Paltrow, Ewan Mc Gregor: Emma
Kevin Costner, Morgan Freeman, men in tights, Sherwood:
Robin Hood Prince of Thieves
Eddie Murphy, Dan Ackroyd, Jamie Lee Curtis, ‘pork
bellies’: Trading Places
Jack Lemmon, Tony Curtis, Marilyn Monroe, ‘Nobody’s
perfect’: Some Like it Hot
Wizards, Emma Watson, Voldemort (the first one): Harry
Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone
Christopher Reeve, Lois Lane, Kryptonite, ‘You’ll believe a
man can fly’: Superman
Richard Burton, Elizabeth Taylor, Dylan Thomas play:
Under Milk Wood
Anagram solution: Ghostbusters
Thanks to Paul for another challenging puzzle!

Karen &Alex
Congratulations on your
forthcoming wedding
4th June 2011

Wishing you both
all the luck in the world
All our Love & Best Wishes
from

Mum & Dad
Brown

Mum & Dad
Hack
Nan & Gramp

Becky & Dave

Paul

Auntie Tracy & Uncle Richard

Good Luck!

Announcements & Adverts

Mobile Library
Like many services in our region, the Mobile Library is
under threat as a result of funding cut-backs. It’s another
case of “use it or lose it”. If you value the facility of having
a library that actually visits the village, then pop across
to the telephone box and say hello next time it calls.

Every Second Thursday of the Month
09:40-09:55 by the Telephone Box
Not a member? Enrol at the library in Deddington, or
on-line at www.libcat.oxfordshire.gov.uk. It’s free.

This Month’s
Birthdays
Andy Brown
Adam Busby
Alex Hatzigeorgiou
Tilly Kneale .

Need a Baby Sitter ?
Responsible baby sitting service available most evenings,
including weekends. Also dog walking.
Phone Josh on 01869 347356
(after 5:30 Mon-Fri or Sat & Sun anytime)

Gardening and Lawn Mowing
Get your garden looking its best in time for Summer! Weeding,
planting, mowing the lawn. Can bring own equipment or use
yours. Excellent rates.
Phone Thomas on 07522 342093 (Please note new number) or
01869 347918 after 4:30 Mon-Fri or Saturday & Sunday anytime.

Many Happy Returns
to all the North Aston residents
who celebrate birthdays this month.
If you’re not listed, or know someone
who should be, please let us know.
Welcome Service
Join in the party and meet Mark Clavier our new vicar on Sunday
June 26th 2011 at 9:30 am in Saint Mary’s Church, North Aston

Village Marquees & Generator
BabySitting Service
Mature and responsible 14 year-old available for babysitting.
Please contact Yvie on 01869 340090

ORCC Trading Oil Scheme
Full details of this money-saving scheme for purchasing
domestic heating oil were included in the January edition of
the News. Basically, if you use oil for your domestic heating,
then this scheme could save you hundreds of pounds every
year. If you would like further details, or to join the scheme,
please contact Chris Tuffrey, North Aston’s liaison officer with
ORCC. Call him on 07903 339155 or email: info@offac.co.uk.
There is an annual membership fee of £20, but you could
save many times this amount over the same period.

There are trestle tables, chairs and a hefty 4.0 kVA
diesel-powered generator available for hire as well as
three marquees - two traditional and one tubular-framed
plastic. If you would like to book any of these items, or
for further information, please contact Marcus (347356)
or email info@north-aston-co.uk.

NEXT VILL
AGE MEE
TING
VILLAGE
MEETING
The next Village Meeting will take place on Thursday
23rd June 2011 at 7.30pm in the Old Bakery.
Items for consideration include:
A Village Plan for North Aston
Final preparation for the The Village Fête

Fish & Chips!
Every Thursday afternoon from 5:00pm
until approx 5:30pm, by the telephone box

Planning for the North Aston Big Lunch
Progress on the Village Hall
Autumn events - Flower & Produce Show
A full agenda will be posted on the Village Noticeboard.
If you have any items you would like discussed,
please email brief details to: info@north-aston.co.uk.

Computer Problems Solved
Look no further for a reliable computer repair and maintenance
service. We’ll remove viruses, fix hardware failures, boost the
performance of your PC, or tackle a broad range of tasks.
Phone 07522 342093 or visit the website at

If you’re “on-line” and have your own email address, and would
like to be informed of happenings in the Village, Neighbourhood
Watch updates etc, please contact:

www.naenterprise.co.uk

Use this address to submit items for the NA News.

info@north-aston.co.uk

Banburyshire Community

Transport Association
From 1st April 2011, all BCTA services with Oxfordshire will
be free of charge to residents over the age of 60 and in
possession of a National Bus Pass. This includes the “Diala-Ride” service through North Aston. Fares for those not
eligible for free travel remain very competitive indeed. To use
the service, call 01295 263777 the day before you want to
travel and arrange collection. First-time users will need to
complete a simple registration form with BCTA.

TYPE 2 DIABETES
Do you have Type 2 Diabetes?
Do you know someone with
Type 2 Diabetes?

Your local National Health Service provides free advice
and education for people with diabetes who are registered
with Oxfordshire GPs*
If you feel you or a member of your family would benefit
from this support, please contact the Community Diabetes
Service:

Telephone: 01869 604091
Ask about diabetes2gether and diabetes4ward.
Alternatively, you can send an email to:

diabetes2gether@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk
* Some areas use alternative services. Please contact us for
further information

Vegetable Stall
Open
Mon-Sat from 9.00am
Friday November 5th

In the car park behind the Old Bakery
Q
Q
Q
Q

Saturday November 6th

Wide variety of fresh seasonal organic veg
at affordable prices
Minimal packaging
Zero food miles
Supporting the local economy
Too busy?
Why not try our veggie
box scheme - Fresh veg
delivered to you door.

New This Month:Sugar snap peas, bunched carrots, fresh garlic and
later on tomatoes and french beans.

Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com

Tel: (01869) 347702

A tough set of challenges: at least, when I’m talking
Rubbish, I can claim it’s part of my job!

Local Development Framework

Local Elections
The results are out and I am joined by Mike KerfordByrnes on the District Council in place of the retiring
Luke Annaly. I must apologise that this was not made
clear on the election leaflets (he worked the soles off
his shoes making two deliveries to each of about 2,000
homes, so you should know what he looks like!), which
some took to mean he was replacing me – I’m afraid, as
this is a two-member Ward, you’re stuck with me for
another three years!
Interestingly, the Green candidate overtook the Liberals
to come second – though, with no obvious campaigning
and not even turning up for the counting of votes, she
might be said to be taking low carbon principles a bit far
into the realm of contempt for her electors.

Turnout
This was about 40%. At last year’s General Election it
was 70%, whereas a “normal” District-only poll gets 30%,
so perhaps the AV vote was really won by the Apathy
Party!

New Council
Overall, the results followed the national trend, with the
Conservative vote holding up, but Liberal support ebbing
away to Labour, who, as a result, gained two seats in
Banbury while the Liberal leader lost his in Bicester. This
leaves 43 Conservatives facing Labour, with 4, as the
new Opposition alongside 3 Liberals. To coincide with a
new shared Chief Executive who will soon start recruiting
a shared management team, political responsibilities
have all been refreshed.
I now need to get to grips with:

Cleanliness
Waste collection, road verges and town centre streets –
a daunting task which is simultaneously highly visible
and rated most important by residents.

The first Executive of the new Council will consider
pushing ahead with this key Planning document, which
lays down how many homes will go where up to 2026.
Pressure may ease at both ends: known supply is
already substantial, with sites like Kingsmere (Bicester
Southwest), Gavray Drive, Ecotown, Upper Heyford and
Bodicote already approved, and demand estimated by
our own demographers is substantially less than that
wished on us by the last government’s bureaucrats – so
there is a smaller gap to fill. Crucially, the figure allocated
to villages has halved: if our policy relaxes to allow
gradual, incremental building, where it’s wanted, there
should be no need for large, unpopular schemes to be
imposed. The document will be full of dry policy, dull and
forbidding: do please get involved when it comes out for
consultation from July to September to ensure nothing
unpleasant slips through and that you get only
development where and how you want.

Bicester
We all want to see the town centre development happen,
for the facilities, cinema and Sainsbury’s it will bring, but
it will unfortunately be delayed by challenges to the
Compulsory Purchase Orders needed to make it happen.
While we all wish it finished quickly, the appellants stand
to lose property rights and deserve the fairest hearing
to ensure justice is done – and justice can take time, so
we’ll just have to put up with the delay.
Bicester Sports Village is currently just a field on the
right as you drive into Bicester. The first move to create
this is a planning application, just in, for winter sports
pitches, a cricket pitch and a cycle track, to be funded
by the housing development which you can see growing
by the day. This should fill in the deficit in sports facilities
currently suffered by Bicester and, of course, us in its
surrounding villages.
And follow up to some previous stories…

Wind turbine
There’s an application for another single large turbine,
this time at the Ardley service station. Given that the
Inspector allowed four much closer to homes and on
higher ground, I suspect that this may be less
contentious.

Recreation
Expensive facilities such as leisure centres and sports
pitches, which are clearly important to quality of life but
need to justify use of ever-scarcer resources.

Iceland

Health
Preserving the Horton as a full-service General Hospital
and getting Bicester a modern community hospital are
vital to residents but Cherwell has only indirect influence
in a world where the decision-makers are being
completely reorganised.

7,000 letters have been sent to local Blue Badge holders
so, hopefully, there’s nobody who’ll be taken by surprise
by the new charges.
James Macnamara
Tel: 01869 340109
cllr.james.macnamara@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

As I suspected, an appeal has been lodged so we’ll have
to wait a few more months for our money back.

Parking Charges

JUNE 2011
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Thursday 2nd June ~ Ascension Day
Ascension Day
7.00 pm
Said Holy Communion
Rev’d Mervyn Puleston

Sunday 5th
No Service

9.30 am
Family Service
Mr Nick Bevan
Mrs Dorothy Willatt

11.00 am
Holy Communion & Children’s Church
Rev’d Mervyn Puleston
6.00 pm
Evensong
Fr. Robin Gibbons

Sunday 12th ~ Whit Sunday
11.00 am
Holy Communion
& Children’s Church
(Prayers for Healing)
Rev’d Mervyn Puleston

9.30 am
Holy Communion
Rev’d Stephen Pix

9.30 am
Holy Communion
Rev’d Mervyn Puleston
6.00 pm
Evensong
Fr. Robin Gibbons

Thursday 16th
7.30 pm
Induction Service
Details to be announced

Sunday 19th ~ T
rinity Sunday
Trinity
No Service

No Service

10.30 am
United Benefice Family Communion
Fr Mark Clavier
6.00 pm
Evensong
Fr. Robin Gibbons

Sunday 26th
11.00 am
Family Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

9.30 am
Communion Service
Fr Mark Clavier

9.30 am
Common Worship
Morning Prayer
Rev’d Mervyn Puleston
6pm
Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

Other Events this Month
A short service of Morning Prayer is said on most Tuesdays at 9.30 am in Steeple Aston
A short service of Morning Prayer is said on Wednesdays at 9.00 am in Tackley
Wednesday 1st North Aston 10.30 am to noon Coffee in the Old Bakehouse
Wednesday 15 th Steeple Aston 10.30 am to noon Coffee & Chat at The White Lion

